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WELCOME TO THE UNITED LUTHER AN 
SEMINARY COMMUNITY 
In deciding to consider ULS,  you have taken an important in it ia l  step in 
determining where to pursue your cal l ing to serve God and humanity in a 
changing church and world.  When you choose ULS,  you wi l l  become a member of 
a nurturing and inclusive inst i tut ion centered on our Lord God and rooted in the 
grace and mercy of  Jesus.  As our mission statement puts i t ,  we are a “welcoming 
and diverse learning community equipping people to proclaim the l iv ing Gospel 
for a changing church and world. ”

OUR LEGACY

United Lutheran Seminary is  celebrating 
a legacy of more than 192 years as i t 
continues to prepare Christ ian leaders 
dedicated to the service of God and al l 
of  humankind.

On July  1 ,  2018,  ULS celebrated the 
f irst  year of  i ts  new identity  after the 
consol idat ion of  the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Gettysburg,  ( founded in 
1826) and Lutheran Theological  Seminary 
in Phi ladelphia ( founded in 1864) ;  two 
histor ic  inst i tut ions that came together in 
2017 (during the 500th anniversary of  the 
Protestant Reformation) .

As God cal ls  you to Seminary,  i t  is 
of  special  s igni f icance that ULS is 
centered in the Lutheran confessional  witness,  but engaged,  in the truest 
ecumenical  sense,  with the body of  Christ  and in partnership with other Christ ian 
denominat ions.

WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT
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The breadth and qual i ty  of  our curr iculum and the scope of  our programs are 
enriched by the diversity  of  our excel lent faculty ,  staff  members,  and students. 
ULS offers outstanding theological  programs leading to parish ministry ,  teaching, 
chaplaincy,  social  just ice lay leadership,  and other areas of  Christ ian service.

Because our faculty are act ive scholars who encourage academic excel lence 
and have the highest expectations of you as students,  you wil l  greatly benefit 
from your studies and internship experiences.

A PLACE FOR YOU

I  am sure ULS is  the place for you to pursue your goals as student of  theology 
and l ive out your cal l  as a servant of  God and your neighbors.  I f  you are a 
returning seminarian,  welcome. I f  you are a prospect ive student or a lay leader 
interested in obtaining one of  several  cont inuing educat ion cert i f icates,  I  pray 
that you wi l l  choose to join the ULS community .

In God’s Grace,

Dr. Richard Green
Interim President 

WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED
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Unifying,  Learning,  Serving:  United Lutheran Seminary is  a welcoming and 
diverse learning community equipping people to proclaim the l iv ing Gospel for 
a changing church and world. 

MISSION STATEMENT + PURPOSE
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ACCREDITATION
UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY IS FULLY ACCREDITED BY THE

Middle States Commission on Higher Educat ion (MSCHE)
3624 Market Street ,  Phi ladelphia,  PA 19104
Telephone:  267-284-5000

Complaints may be submitted to MSCHE fol lowing the procedures out l ined at 
http://www.msche.org/documents/Complaints.pdf

ULS IS ALSO FULLY ACCREDITED BY THE

Associat ion of  Theological  Schools (ATS)
10 Summit Park Drive,  Pittsburgh,  PA 15275
Telephone:  412-788-6505.

Students having a complaint  related to ATS accredit ing standards may f i le  a 
complaint  with the Commission on Accredit ing.  See sect ion XI I  of  the Commission 
Pol ic ies and Procedures at  http://www.ats.edu/uploads/accredit ing/documents/
commission-pol ic ies-and-procedures.pdf 

Please note that complaints must be f i led in writ ing and must provide evidence 
that the member school  is  in v iolat ion of  a stated pol icy or accredit ing standard 
or membership cr i ter ion.

UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY IS A SEMINARY OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA.

ACCREDITATION
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DEGREE PROGR AMS

MASTER OF DIVINITY
OUTSTANDING THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

The Master of  Div inity  program prepares persons for ordained ministry or for 
pastoral/ leadership service in congregat ions and other sett ings.  The program 
provides the necessary tools and resources for the spir i tual ,  vocat ional , 
professional ,  and theological  requirements of  pastoral  leadership.  Courses are 
offered on both campuses in various formats:  residential ,  hybrid,  intensive, 
and onl ine.  Students may complete the degree v ia a “residency”  track with most ly 
on-campus courses or a “distr ibuted learning”  track,  ut i l iz ing onl ine and intensive 
courses.

The degree,  normal ly  a 3-to-4-year program when taken ful l - t ime,  requires 
complet ion of  72 academic credits plus noncredit  contextual  formation 
experiences,  including a year- long immersion or internship.  I f  the degree is 
not completed within eight years,  the student must pet i t ion the faculty for 
cont inuance in the degree program.

DEGREE PROGRAMS
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S tudents seeking ordinat ion must be careful  to sat isfy  both degree requirements 
and any paral le l  ecclesiast ical  expectat ions.  I t  is  important that appl icants 
considering ordained ministry make early  contact with appropriate off ic ia ls  of 
their  synods or other church bodies,  both to ensure that they have met those 
requirements that precede entrance into seminary and to ensure that they 
understand any special  academic requirements they may be expected to ful f i l l . 
For students in the Evangel ical  Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) ,  the program 
works in conjunct ion with the student ’s  synod candidacy committee to prepare 
the candidate for roster ing as a minister of  Word and Sacrament.

BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL, RESIDENTIAL APPROACH TO COMPLETION OF THE 
MDIV, ULS OFFERS TWO ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS:

DISTRIBUTED LEARNING MDIV (DL)

The Master of  Div inity  Distr ibuted Learning pathway enables students to complete 
a Master of  Div inity  degree without having to relocate to campus.  One third of 
the student ’s  coursework is  completed through on-campus,  week- long intensives, 
offered at  var ious t imes of  the year.  The student ’s  remaining coursework may be 
completed on- l ine.  Contextual  Formation requirements,  arranged in consultat ion 
with the Contextual  Formation off ice,  can general ly  be ful f i l led near the student ’s 
home locat ion.

ACCELERATED CO-OPERATIVE MDIV (CO-OP)

The Accelerated MDiv Co-op pathway for outstanding ELCA students is  an 
innovat ive partnership between the seminary,  congregat ions,  and synods that 
enables the student to complete both MDiv and candidacy in three years.  Co-
op students complete their  Minister ia l  F ie ldwork and Minister ia l  Immersions by 
working roughly 20 hours per week at  a s ingle congregat ion ident i f ied by their 
bishop and Candidacy Committee.  At  the same t ime they are ful l t ime students, 
creat ing a highly integrated learning experience.  Coursework may be completed 
on a residentia l  or distr ibuted learning basis ,  depending on the student ’s  locat ion 
and learning sty le.

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of  the MDiv program is to prepare persons for ordained ministry and 
for committed and transformative pastoral  and rel ig ious leadership.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

•	 Unify ing – Developing ski l ls  to br ing people together as an engaged learning 
community in the diverse unity enabled by the Tr iune God

1.	 Act ively  draws on fa ith tradit ions and diverse perspect ives,  including 
bibl ical ,  theological ,  sc ient i f ic ,  ecumenical ,  and interfaith,  when engaging 
contemporary events

2.	 Consistent ly  advocates for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

3.	 Demonstrates an abi l i ty  to lead and teach with bibl ical  and theological 
integrity  communit ies of  fa i th in worship and service

4.	 Presents a bibl ical ly  and theological ly  c lear and consistent message when 
proclaiming and engaging the gospel  in a l l  contexts

•	 Learning – Developing ski l ls  in l i fe long cr i t ical  thinking and research through 
the l i fegiv ing power of  the Holy Spir i t

1.	 Interprets the Bible through var ious methodological  approaches in l ight of 
both histor ical  and contemporary contexts

2.	 Recognizes interrelat ionships among concepts and commitments, 
combining them to interpret past and present real i t ies within bibl ical , 
h istor ical ,  theological ,  sociological ,  and cultural  contexts

3.	 Understands one’s  rootedness in a l iv ing theological  tradit ion,  i ts  place 
in the context of  human l iv ing,  art iculates i t  to others,  and cult ivates a 
capacity  for sel f -cr i t ique

4.	 Draws on contextual  experience as a source of  cont inuing cr i t ique and 
ongoing educat ion

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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•	 Serving –Developing ski l ls  and conf idence in leading communit ies for outreach 
and publ ic  witness grounded in the r isen Christ

1.	 Uti l izes conf l ict  management,  counsel ing,  and pastoral  theology effect ively 
in indiv idual  and group situat ions,  whi le a lso understanding the l imits of 
one’s  ski l ls

2.	 On the basis of  sound theological  and bibl ical  understanding,  establ ishes 
opportunit ies to accompany those who are marginal ized,  act ively  addresses 
the systems that cause and perpetuate such marginal izat ion,  and works to 
transform the community

3.	 Art iculates a sound and ethical  approach to management of  human, 
cultural ,  inst i tut ional ,  and f inancial  resources

4.	 Celebrates opportunit ies and chal lenges in bui lding communit ies of  diverse 
peoples and the gi f ts  they br ing

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  degree or i ts  equivalent from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university.

2 | Satisfactory completion of at  least 72 credits.  One credit  is  equivalent to 
one semester hour.

A.   Bibl ical  Studies (18 credits)

BIB 100 The Language of  the Early  Church and the Church Today

BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing the Story

BIB 210 The Story of  Jesus and the Early  Church

BIB 220 The Story of  Israel

BIB 3xx The Bible at  the Crossroads of  Church and Culture

BIB 3xx or 4xx Bibl ical  Studies Elect ive

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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B.  History and Theology (18 credits)

HTH 100 Systematic Theology 1:  Creat ion,  S in,  and New Creat ion

HTH 101 History 1:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church

DEN xxx Denominat ional  pol i ty  (e .g . ,  Lutheran Foundations,  Baptist  Pol i ty , 
Essent ia ls  of  Angl icanism, and other denominat ional  equivalents) .  HTH 
221 The Ecumenical  Church may be subst i tuted by students for whom no 
denominat ional  course is  avai lable or appropriate.

HTH 201-209 History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity

HTH 211-219 Systematic Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Rel ig iously and 
Cultural ly  Diverse World

HTH 3xx The Gospel  and Freedom

C.  Praxis (18 credits)

PRAX 10x Worship

PRAX 11x Pastoral  Theology

PRAX 12x Church in Society

PRAX 13x Preaching 

PRAX 14x Christ ian Educat ion and Formation

PRAX 310 Equipping the Saints/Church Administrat ion

D. Free elect ives (18 credits)

3 | Contextual  Formation 

Contextual  Formation is  an intent ional  process involv ing contextual ized 
experiences,  ref lect ion,  integrat ion,  feedback,  and assessment.  In the 
MDiv program Contextual  Formation consists of  three required (noncredit ) 
components.  Al l  Contextual  Formation components wi l l  be assessed as 
Successful ly  Completed (Pass)  or Not Successful ly  Completed (Fai l ) .  Up-to-date 
information,  forms,  and important l inks for students and supervisors may be 
found at  www.my.uls.edu/contextual-formation/

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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1 | Ministerial  F ieldwork

•	 Student wi l l  be assigned to a congregat ion for two consecut ive semesters 
to engage in pract ices of  ministry in order to develop ski l ls  and v is ion 
related to pastoral  leadership.  This wi l l  normal ly  take place in the f irst  year 
of  ful l - t ime study;  part-t ime students who may be unable to begin f ie ldwork 
in the f irst  semester should contact the Director of  Contextual  Formation 
during the f irst  year to determine the opt imal  t iming for f ie ldwork and 
subsequent contextual  formation experiences.  I t  is  possible with the 
permission of  the Director of  Contextual  Formation for students already 
employed in a congregat ional  sett ing to use that sett ing as their  Minister ia l 
F ie ldwork s i te.

•	 For students part ic ipat ing in the Co-operat ive MDiv (Co-op) ,  the f irst  two 
semesters of  Co-op wi l l  be considered Minister ia l  F ie ldwork.

•	 Pre-requis i te for Minister ia l  F ie ldwork:  Posit ive entrance decis ion for ELCA 
students (or assurance thereof)

2 | Crit ical  Reflect ion on Praxes of Ministry (normally CPE)

•	 This is  a peer group-based act ion-ref lect ion program in which students 
foster their  theological  understandings of  pastoral  ministry as they 
intent ional ly  integrate their  praxes of  ministry ,  systematic theology, 
and formation of  personal  and minister ia l  ident i ty .  A cert i f ied unit  of 
Cl in ical  Pastoral  Educat ion (CPE) is  the recommended option to ful f i l l  this 
contextual  formation requirement and is  required for ordinat ion in certain 
denominat ions ( including the ELCA) .  Most students wi l l  complete CPE 
during the summer after the f irst  year of  ful l - t ime study.  CPE s i tes can be 
found at  many hospitals  and c l in ical  inst i tut ions around the country ,  some 
of  which offer onl ine units that can be accessed from deeply rural  or urban 
areas.  Some sites also offer “extended” units during the academic year 
that can sometimes be helpful  to part-t ime students.  The CPE s i te must be 
cert i f ied by the Associat ion of  Cl in ical  Pastoral  Educat ion,  an independent 
ent i ty  that provides training for spir i tual  care professionals .

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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•	 Students whose denominat ions do not require CPE and who are unable to 
avai l  themselves of  a CPE program may take PRAX 410 Crit ical  Ref lect ion 
concurrent ly  with Minister ia l  F ie ldwork or Minister ia l  Immersion to 
sat isfy  the degree requirement.  Alternat ively ,  the student may work with 
the Director of  Contextual  Formation to develop a suitable alternat ive, 
indiv idual ized plan for demonstrat ing competencies.  Normal ly  a student 
wi l l  complete this requirement pr ior to beginning their  Minister ia l 
Immersion experience,  though exceptions may be granted by the Director 
of  Contextual  Formation.

•	 Pre-requis i tes for CPE or PRAX 410 include PRAX 110 Pastoral  Theology.

3 | Ministerial  Immersion ( Internship)

•	 Immersion ( Internship)  provides opportunity for students to experience 
the ful l  scope of  pastoral  ministry in a parish-based sett ing for between 
8 and 12 months.  The expectat ion is  for the student to engage in worship 
leadership,  regular preaching and teaching of  the fa i th,  relat ionships across 
the spectrum of ages,  pastoral  care and v is i tat ion,  administrat ion,  strategic 
planning,  and,  insofar as possible ,  s igni f icant l i fe events such as baptisms, 
conf irmations,  weddings,  and funerals .

•	 ELCA students wi l l  normal ly  be assigned to a 12-month internship under the 
supervis ion of  an experienced pastor and with the guidance of  a selected 
lay committee.  ELCA students normal ly  undertake internship after the 
second year of  ful l - t ime study,  so long as they have been endorsed by their 
synods.  Students who delay internship unt i l  the conclusion of  coursework 
(capstone internship)  may part ic ipate in graduat ion so long as they have 
successful ly  completed at  least  nine months of  the internship.

•	 Non-ELCA students wi l l  work with the Director of  Contextual  Formation to 
create a plan in an appropriate sett ing to be immersed in the leadership 
and workings of  a congregat ion.  Whi le a non-ELCA immersion cannot 
typical ly  be completed in less than 8 or 9 months of  ful l - t ime work, 
great f lexibi l i ty  wi l l  be employed in enabl ing students to develop and 
demonstrate the stated MDiv competencies.

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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•	 For students part ic ipat ing in the Co-operat ive MDiv (Co-op) ,  the f inal 
four semesters of  Co-op wi l l  be considered as concurrent internship for 
Minister ia l  Immersion purposes.

•	 Pre-requis i tes for the minister ia l  immersion normal ly  include CPE,  Healthy 
Minister ia l  Boundaries training,  and the Ant i -Racism Workshop.

4 | Addit ional  non-credit  requirements

1.	 Spir i tual  Formation—A variety of  indiv idual  spir i tual  pract ices is 
recommended to encourage students ’  growth in int imacy with God. 
Regular ly  offered courses may be taken as free elect ives to ful f i l l  this 
requirement,  but students may also engage in at  least  32 hours of  a l ternate 
act iv i t ies (retreats ,  spir i tual  direct ion,  indiv idual  or group lect io div ina,  etc . ) 
to develop and demonstrate competencies.  Students have great lat i tude in 
choosing c lassical  or unconventional  prayer forms and discipl ines that f i t 
both their  personal i ty  type and spir i tual  needs.  Maintaining a “ log”  or dated 
record documenting one’s  t ime and act iv i ty  is  required,  a hard copy of 
which must be submitted to the Director of  Spir i tual  Formation.

2.	 Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries training—A focus on how ministers fa i thful ly 
l ive out the sacred trust  granted them by the church,  part icular ly  as their 
behaviors show respect for personal  and minister ia l  boundaries.  Training 
is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.  Pre-approved trainings 
offered by synods or other judicatories may sometimes be subst i tuted.

3.	 Anti-Racism Workshop—A considerat ion of  the church’s  cal l  to radical 
inclusion as a witness to God’s radical  grace,  part icular ly  as we recognize 
our need—indiv idual ly  and corporately—regular ly  to unlearn certain 
behaviors whi le re- learning our real  relat ionship to al l  others as s ibl ings in 
Christ .  Training is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.

5 | Minimum residence at ULS of one year,  defined as the satisfactory 
completion of at  least 24 credits through courses offered on one of the 
seminary ’s  two campuses.

SAMPLE TRACK

See next page to v iew the sample tracks for campus-based and distr ibuted 
learning students.  (For pr inted version,  v iew next page. )

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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CONCENTRATIONS

Students br ing a r ich diversity  of  g i f ts  to the task of  theological  educat ion.  To 
create the maximum potent ia l  for students to grow in their  g i f ts  for ministry , 
students may,  in addit ion to complet ing the standard curr icular requirements, 
pursue a concentrat ion in a special ized f ie ld of  study.  The decis ion to pursue a 
concentrat ion should normal ly  be made by the end of  the f irst  year of  study.  A 
concentrat ion normal ly  requires twelve credits in the part icular f ie ld of  study. 
Some concentrat ions may speci fy  that a minimum number of  concentrat ion 
credits be counted among the student ’s  free elect ives.

CONCENTRATION IN BLACK CHURCH MINISTRY

The Concentrat ion in Black Church Ministry is  offered under the auspices of  the 
Urban Theological  Inst i tute (UTI )  and prepares students for ministry in a Black 
Church context .  A student who wishes to pursue the concentrat ion should confer 
with the director of  the UTI  to choose at  least  12 credits ,  typical ly  from among 
the fol lowing courses,  normal ly  offered on the Phi ladelphia campus:

•	 Afr ican American Church History

•	 Afr ican American Theology

•	 Worship in the Afr ican American Tradit ion

•	 Preaching in the Afr ican American Tradit ion

•	 Afr ican Presence in Scr ipture

•	 Other courses designated for the concentrat ion

CONCENTRATION IN TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCH MINISTRY

The Concentrat ion in Town and Country Church Ministry is  rooted in the Town 
and Country Church Inst i tute (TCCI) ,  an endowed program of the Seminary. 
The purpose of  the concentrat ion is  to enhance ministry study with focus in 
speci f ic  sett ings (open country to towns of  10,000 in populat ion) ,  but i t  is  not 
intended to narrow studies to the exclusion of  other contexts ,  nor to inhibit 
broad preparat ion for ministry wherever God and the church might cal l  one to 
service.  A student who wishes to pursue the concentrat ion should confer with the 
director of  the TCCI to choose at  least  12 credits of  course offer ings and learning 
experiences from the categories below.

MASTER OF DIVINITY  CONTINUED
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1  | Rural  and Smal l  Church Ministry (3 credits ;  required;  a lso ful f i l ls  Church in 
Society core course)

2 | Immersion in a rural  sett ing (3 credits or equivalent)

•	 Environment and Rel ig ion in Northern Appalachia

•	 Smal l  Town and Rural  Ministry Immersion with Wartburg/Luther Seminaries

•	 Other immersions from the Appalachian Ministr ies Educat ional  Resource 
Center

3 | Other courses elected by the student in consultat ion with director of 
CTCCM (6 credits)

•	 Addit ional  immersion from #2,  above,  i f  so desired

•	 Other relevant offer ing from the Theological  Praxis area of  curr iculum, such 
as Ecological  Christ ianity  and Stewardship;  Green Preaching;  Urban Ministry 
courses for broadening and comparat ive experience,  etc.

•	 Contextual  Formation in a rural  or smal l  town sett ing

Other concentrations may be avai lable,  including,  but not l imited to,  Interfaith, 
Mult icultural  Ministry,  Metropolitan/Urban Ministry,  and Theology and Public 
Life.

MASTER OF ARTS
VERSATILE VERACITY

The Master of  Arts program is designed to provide students the opportunity to 
pursue a concentrat ion in an area of  theological  interest  whi le a lso providing 
a broad foundation for further graduate study or for general  educat ional  or 
vocat ional  use.  The degree,  normal ly  a two-year program when taken ful l - t ime, 
requires a total  of  51 credits .  Courses are offered on both campuses in var ious 
formats:  residentia l ,  hybrid,  intensive,  and onl ine.  I f  the degree is  not completed 
within four years,  the student must pet i t ion the faculty for cont inuance in the 
degree program.

MASTER OF ARTS
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MISSION STATEMENT

The MA degree program is designed to provide students the opportunity to 
pursue a concentrat ion in an area of  theological  interest  whi le a lso providing 
a broad foundation for further graduate study or for general  educat ional  or 
vocat ional  use.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

•	 Unify ing – Developing ski l ls  in academical ly  r igorous research that contr ibutes 
to br inging people together in the diverse unity enabled by the Tr iune God

1.	 Act ively  art iculates diverse perspect ives,  including from theological 
disc ipl ines,  and scient i f ic ,  ecumenical ,  and interfaith points of  v iew

2.	 Documents awareness of  perspect ives of  marginal ized in research,  writ ing, 
and appl icat ion

3.	 Advocates consistent ly  for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

4.	 Synthesizes mult iple theological  approaches in developing an inclusive 
theological  approach

•	 Learning – Developing ski l ls  in l i fe long cr i t ical  thinking,  research,  and 
appl icat ion through the l i fe-giv ing power of  the Holy Spir i t

1.	 Demonstrates problem-solv ing abi l i t ies within a concentrat ion and general 
competence across theological  disc ipl ines

2.	 Art iculates cr i t ical  and construct ive engagement with a l iv ing theological 
tradit ion,  and capacity  to engage that tradit ion with academic integrity

3.	 Evidences abi l i t ies to interpret histor ic  rel ig ious tradit ions,  including their 
sacred scr iptures,  histor ical  development,  and cultural  forms,  engaging 
contextual  analysis

4.	 Shows capacity  to complete a thesis or other summative assessment on a 
topic of  s igni f icance

MASTER OF ARTS CONTINUED
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•	 Serving – Developing ski l ls  and conf idence in part ic ipat ing in academic 
communit ies ,  and teaching and leading as appropriate for an MA graduate

1.	 Engages the broader academic community in contextual iz ing contemporary 
theological  issues and themes 

2.	 Presents a c lear and consistent message in publ ic  leadership,  grounded in 
the r isen Christ ,  across contexts

3.	 Shows abi l i t ies to use tools necessary for academic inquiry in one’s  f ie lds

4.	 Evidences ski l ls  to address the systems that cause and perpetuate 
marginal izat ion and div is ion,  including drawing upon theological  and other 
academic discipl ines

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  degree or i ts  equivalent from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university

2 | Satisfactory completion of at  least 51 credits.  One credit  is  equivalent to 
one semester hour.

A.  Required Courses (15 credits)

BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing the Story

HTH 100 Theology 1:  Creat ion,  S in,  and New Creat ion

HTH 101 History 1:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church

Choice of  courses from Praxis courses (PRAX xxx)

Choice of  Publ ic  Theology courses (Church and Society courses and 
others as designated in the course descr ipt ions)

B. Concentration Courses (15 credits)

No later than the end of  the f irst  semester of  ful l - t ime study,  MA students 
must select  an area of  concentrat ion.  The student wi l l  then complete at 
least  15 credits related to the area of  concentrat ion.

C. Free elect ives (15 credits)

MASTER OF ARTS CONTINUED
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D. Thesis or other summative assessment (6 credits)  in the area of 
concentration

The thesis is  normal ly  registered over two semesters (3 credits each) .  In 
the f irst  semester ,  the student works with the thesis advisor to develop 
the thesis focus and bibl iography,  conduct research,  out l ine the paper, 
and begin writ ing.  In the second semester the student completes writ ing, 
defends the paper before a faculty  panel ,  f in ishes needed correct ions, 
and submits two archival  copies to the Library.

3 | Non-credit  Requirements

1.	 Spir i tual  Formation—A variety of  indiv idual  spir i tual  pract ices is 
recommended to encourage students ’  growth in int imacy with God. 
Regular ly  offered courses may be taken as free elect ives to ful f i l l  this 
requirement,  but students may also engage in at  least  32 hours of  a l ternate 
act iv i t ies (retreats ,  spir i tual  direct ion,  indiv idual  or group lect io div ina,  etc . ) 
to develop and demonstrate competencies.  Students have great lat i tude in 
choosing c lassical  or unconventional  prayer forms and discipl ines that f i t 
both their  personal i ty  type and spir i tual  needs.  Maintaining a “ log”  or dated 
record documenting one’s  t ime and act iv i ty  is  required,  a hard copy of 
which must be submitted to the Director of  Spir i tual  Formation.

2.	 Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries training—A focus on how ministers fa i thful ly 
l ive out the sacred trust  granted them by the church,  part icular ly  as their 
behaviors show respect for personal  and minister ia l  boundaries.  Training 
is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.  Pre-approved trainings 
offered by synods or other judicatories may sometimes be subst i tuted.

3.	 Anti-Racism Workshop—A considerat ion of  the church’s  cal l  to radical 
inclusion as a witness to God’s radical  grace,  part icular ly  as we recognize 
our need—indiv idual ly  and corporately—regular ly  to unlearn certain 
behaviors whi le re- learning our real  relat ionship to al l  others as s ibl ings in 
Christ .  Training is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.

4 | Minimum residence at ULS of one year,  defined as the satisfactory 
completion of at  least 24 credits through courses offered on one of the 
seminary ’s  two campuses

MASTER OF ARTS CONTINUED
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MASTER OF ARTS IN MINISTERIAL 
LEADERSHIP
SUPERIOR MINISTERIAL SERVICE

The Master of  Arts in Minister ia l  Leadership program prepares persons for 
leadership service in the church.  In the Evangel ical  Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) the program works in conjunct ion with the student ’s  synod candidacy 
committee in preparat ion for roster ing as a deacon,  a minister of  Word and 
Service.  The degree,  normal ly  a two-year program when taken ful l - t ime,  requires 
a total  of  51 academic credits ,  plus contextual  formation experiences and 
addit ional  non-credit  requirements.  Courses are offered on both campuses 
in var ious formats:  residentia l ,  hybrid,  intensive,  and onl ine.  I f  the degree 
is  not completed within four years,  the student must pet i t ion the faculty for 
cont inuance in the degree program.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Master of  Arts in Minister ia l  Leadership program prepares persons for 
leadership service in the church.  For students in the ELCA,  the preparat ion for 
service is  in conjunct ion with the student ’s  candidacy committee in preparat ion 
for roster ing as a deacon,  a minister of  Word and Service. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1 | Unifying – Developing ski l ls  to bring people together as an engaged 
learning community in the diverse unity enabled by the Triune God

1.	 Act ively  art iculates fa i th tradit ions and diverse perspect ives,  including 
bibl ical ,  theological ,  sc ient i f ic ,  ecumenical ,  and interfaith,  when engaging 
contemporary events

2.	 Consistent ly  advocates for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

3.	 Demonstrates an abi l i ty  to lead and teach communit ies of  fa i th in Word and 
Service,  with bibl ical  and theological  integrity

4.	 Presents a bibl ical ly  and theological ly  c lear and consistent message when 
proclaiming and engaging the gospel  in a l l  contexts

MASTER OF ARTS IN MISTERIAL LEADERSHIP
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2 | Learning – Developing ski l ls  in l i felong crit ical  thinking,  research,  and 
application,  through the l i fe-giving power of the Holy Spir it

1.	 Demonstrates problem-solv ing abi l i t ies combining bibl ical ,  h istor ical , 
theological ,  and integrat ive discipl ines

2.	 Art iculates cr i t ical  and construct ive engagement with a l iv ing theological 
tradit ion,  and capacity  to engage that tradit ion with contemporary 
problems

3.	 Evidences abi l i t ies to interpret histor ic  rel ig ious tradit ions,  including their 
sacred scr iptures,  histor ical  development,  and cultural  forms,  engaging 
contextual  analysis

4.	 Draws on contextual  experience ( including f ie ld work)  as a source of 
cont inuing cr i t ique and ongoing educat ion

3 | Serving – Developing ski l ls  and confidence in leading organizations and 
communit ies for outreach and public  witness grounded in the r isen Christ

1.	 Uti l izes conf l ict  management,  counsel ing,  and pastoral  theology effect ively 
in indiv idual  and group situat ions,  whi le a lso understanding the l imits of 
one’s  ski l ls

2.	 On the basis of  sound theological  and bibl ical  understanding,  establ ishes 
opportunit ies to accompany those who are marginal ized,  act ively  addresses 
the systems that cause and perpetuate such marginal izat ion,  and works to 
transform the community

3.	 Demonstrates growth in personal  and spir i tual  maturity  for leadership in 
publ ic  ministry

4.	 Celebrates opportunit ies and chal lenges in bui lding communit ies of  diverse 
peoples and the gi f ts  they br ing

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  degree or i ts  equivalent from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university

2 | Satisfactory completion of at  least 51 credits.  One credit  is  equivalent to 
one semester hour.

MASTER OF ARTS IN MISTERIAL LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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A. Required Courses (21 credits)

BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing the Story

BIB 220 Story of  Israel  or BIB 210 Story of  Jesus and the Early  Church

HTH 100 Systematic Theology I :  Creat ion,  S in,  and New Creat ion

DEN xxx Denominat ional  Pol i ty  (Lutheran Foundations or ecumenical 
equivalent)

PRAX 120x Church and Society opt ion

PRAX 13x Preaching or PRAX 14x Christ ian Educat ion/Formation

Choice of  Publ ic  Theology courses (Church and Society courses and others 
as designated in the course descr ipt ions)

B. Special izat ion Courses (18 credits)

No later than the end of  the f irst  semester of  ful l - t ime study,  MAML 
students must select  an area of  special izat ion.  The student wi l l  then 
complete at  least  18 credits related to the area of  special izat ion,  including 
3 credits in a special izat ion project .  As appropriate,  the special izat ion 
course requirements (excluding the project)  may be completed at  another 
accredited graduate school ,  subject  to the pol icy governing transfer 
credits . 

C. Free elect ives (12 credits)

Contextual  Formation is  an intent ional  process involv ing contextual ized 
experiences,  ref lect ion,  integrat ion,  feedback,  and assessment.  In the MAML 
program Contextual  Formation consists of  three required components.  Al l 
Contextual  Formation components wi l l  be assessed as Successful ly  Completed 
(Pass)  or Not Successful ly  Completed (Fai l ) .  Up-to-date information,  forms,  and 
important l inks for students and supervisors may be found at  www.my.uls.
edu/contextual-formation/

MASTER OF ARTS IN MISTERIAL LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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1 | Ministerial  F ieldwork

•	 Student wi l l  be assigned to a congregat ion for two consecut ive semesters 
to engage in pract ices of  ministry in order to develop ski l ls  and v is ion 
related to minister ia l  or diaconal  leadership.  This wi l l  normal ly  take place 
in the f irst  year of  ful l - t ime study;  part-t ime students who may be unable 
to begin f ie ldwork in the f irst  semester should contact the Director of 
Contextual  Formation during the f irst  year to determine the opt imal  t iming 
for f ie ldwork and subsequent contextual  formation experiences.  I t  is 
possible with the permission of  the Director of  Contextual  Formation for 
students already employed in a congregat ional  or c l in ical  sett ing to use 
that sett ing as their  Minister ia l  F ie ldwork s i te.

•	 Pre-requis i te for Minister ia l  F ie ldwork:  Posit ive entrance decis ion for ELCA 
students (or assurance thereof)

2 | Crit ical  Reflect ion on Praxes of Ministry (normally CPE)

•	 This is  a peer group-based act ion-ref lect ion program in which students 
foster their  theological  understandings of  pastoral  ministry as they 
intent ional ly  integrate their  praxes of  ministry ,  systematic theology, 
and formation of  personal  and minister ia l  ident i ty .  A cert i f ied unit  of 
Cl in ical  Pastoral  Educat ion (CPE) is  the recommended option to ful f i l l  this 
contextual  formation requirement and is  required for roster ing in the ELCA. 
Most students wi l l  complete CPE during the summer after the f irst  year 
of  ful l - t ime study.  CPE s i tes can be found at  many hospitals  and c l in ical 
inst i tut ions around the country ,  some of  which offer onl ine units that 
can be accessed from deeply rural  or urban areas.  Some sites also offer 
“extended” units during the academic year that can sometimes be helpful 
to part-t ime students.  The CPE s i te must be cert i f ied by the Associat ion of 
Cl in ical  Pastoral  Educat ion,  an independent ent i ty  that provides training for 
spir i tual  care professionals .

MASTER OF ARTS IN MISTERIAL LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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•	 Students whose denominat ions do not require CPE and who are unable to 
avai l  themselves of  a CPE program may take PRAX 410 Crit ical  Ref lect ion 
concurrent ly  with Minister ia l  F ie ldwork or Minister ia l  Immersion to 
sat isfy  the degree requirement.  Alternat ively ,  the student may work with 
the Director of  Contextual  Formation to develop a suitable alternat ive, 
indiv idual ized plan for demonstrat ing competencies.  Normal ly  a student 
wi l l  complete this requirement pr ior to beginning their  Minister ia l 
Immersion experience,  though exceptions may be granted by the Director 
of  Contextual  Formation.

•	 Pre-requis i tes for CPE or PRAX 410 include PRAX 110 Pastoral  Theology

3 | Ministerial  Immersion ( Internship)

Students wi l l  immerse themselves in a ministry sett ing to develop and 
demonstrate the degree program’s competencies.  For ELCA candidates for 
Word and Service,  internship placements wi l l  ref lect  the range of  diaconal 
purpose (each including s igni f icant engagement in a congregat ional 
context)  and st i l l  be speci f ic  to the candidate ’s  unique foci .  Non-ELCA 
students wi l l  work with the Director of  Contextual  Formation to f ind 
appropriate sett ings which al low them to develop and demonstrate the 
stated degree competencies and meet ecclesiast ical  requirements for 
roster ing.

4 | Other noncredit  requirements

•	 Spir i tual  Formation—A variety of  indiv idual  spir i tual  pract ices is 
recommended to encourage students ’  growth in int imacy with God. 
Regular ly  offered courses may be taken as free elect ives to ful f i l l  this 
requirement,  but students may also engage in at  least  32 hours of  a l ternate 
act iv i t ies (retreats ,  spir i tual  direct ion,  indiv idual  or group lect io div ina,  etc . ) 
to develop and demonstrate competencies.  Students have great lat i tude in 
choosing c lassical  or unconventional  prayer forms and discipl ines that f i t 
both their  personal i ty  type and spir i tual  needs.  Maintaining a “ log”  or dated 
record documenting one’s  t ime and act iv i ty  is  required,  a hard copy of 
which must be submitted to the Director of  Spir i tual  Formation.

MASTER OF ARTS IN MISTERIAL LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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•	 Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries training—A focus on how ministers fa i thful ly 
l ive out the sacred trust  granted them by the church,  part icular ly  as their 
behaviors show respect for personal  and minister ia l  boundaries.  Training 
is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.  Pre-approved trainings 
offered by synods or other judicatories may sometimes be subst i tuted.

•	 Anti-Racism Workshop—A considerat ion of  the church’s  cal l  to radical 
inclusion as a witness to God’s radical  grace,  part icular ly  as we recognize 
our need—indiv idual ly  and corporately—regular ly  to unlearn certain 
behaviors whi le re- learning our real  relat ionship to al l  others as s ibl ings in 
Christ .  Training is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.

5 | Minimum residence at ULS of one year,  defined as the satisfactory 
completion of at  least 24 credits through courses offered on one of the 
seminary ’s  two campuses.

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP
The MA Program in Publ ic  Leadership takes as i ts  mission to prepare students to 
be theological ly  art iculate,  cr i t ical ly  ref lect ive,  and pract ical ly  sk i l l fu l  indiv iduals 
capable of  engaging with c iv i l  society and the wider world as leaders of  social 
ministry and other publ ic  service organizat ions and agencies.

The degree,  normal ly  a two-year program when taken ful l - t ime,  requires a 
total  of  51 credits .  Core courses are avai lable on both campuses in var ious 
formats:  residentia l ,  hybrid,  intensive,  and onl ine.  However,  required courses 
offered through partnership with Temple University  may be avai lable only in the 
Phi ladelphia area.  I f  the degree is  not competed within four years,  the student 
must pet i t ion the faculty for cont inuance in the degree program.

Appl icants to the MAPL program are required to have earned a bachelor ’s  degree 
or i ts  equivalent from a regional ly  accredited col lege or university .

MISSION STATEMENT

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP
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The MA Program in Publ ic  Leadership takes as i ts  mission to prepare students to 
be theological ly  art iculate,  cr i t ical ly  ref lect ive,  and pract ical ly  sk i l l fu l  indiv iduals 
capable of  engaging with c iv i l  society and the wider world as leaders of  social 
ministry and other publ ic  service organizat ions and agencies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1 | Unifying – Developing ski l ls  to bring people together across social  divis ions, 
in the diverse unity enabled by the Triune God

1.	 Act ively  art iculates diverse perspect ives,  including scient i f ic ,  ecumenical , 
and interfaith

2.	 Documents experiences accompanying those who are marginal ized

3.	 Advocates consistent ly  for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

4.	 Uti l izes conf l ict  management,  business and/or social  work ski l ls  ef fect ively 
in indiv idual  and group situat ions

2 | Learning – Developing ski l ls  in l i felong crit ical  thinking,  research,  and 
application through the l i fe-giving power of the Holy Spir it

1.	 Demonstrates problem-solv ing abi l i t ies combining bibl ical ,  h istor ical , 
theological ,  and integrat ive discipl ines with business and/or social  work 
paradigms

2.	 Art iculates cr i t ical  and construct ive engagement with a l iv ing theological 
tradit ion,  and capacity  to engage that tradit ion with pressing publ ic 
problems for which social  ministry organizat ions exist

3.	 Evidences abi l i t ies to interpret histor ic  rel ig ious tradit ions,  including their 
sacred scr iptures,  histor ical  development,  and cultural  forms,  engaging 
contextual  analysis

4.	 Draws on contextual  experience ( including f ie ld work)  as a source of 
cont inuing cr i t ique and ongoing educat ion

3 | Serving – Developing ski l ls  and confidence in leading organizations and 

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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communit ies

1.	 Demonstrates abi l i t ies to lead and teach social  ministry and other publ ic 
service organizat ions effect ively

2.	 Presents a c lear and consistent message in publ ic  leadership,  grounded in 
the r isen Christ ,  across contexts

3.	 Art iculates and pract ices a sound and ethical  approach to management of 
human, cultural ,  inst i tut ional ,  and f inancial  resources

4.	 Evidences ski l ls  to address the systems that cause and perpetuate 
marginal izat ion and div is ion,  including drawing upon bibl ical ,  theological , 
h istor ical ,  integrat ive,  and business and/or social  work discipl ines

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  degree or i ts  equivalent from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university

2 | Satisfactory completion of at  least 51 credits.  One credit  is  equivalent to 
one semester hour.

A.  Required Courses (15 credits)

BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing the Story

HTH 100 Theology 1:  Creat ion,  S in,  and New Creat ion

HTH 101 History 1:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church

Choice of  courses from Praxis courses (PRAX xxx)

Choice of  Publ ic  Theology courses (Church and Society courses and others 
as designated in the course descr ipt ions)

B. Concentration Courses (12 credits)

Students choose credits in courses at  e ither Temple School  of  Social  Work 
or Fox School  of  Business.

C. Free elect ives (15 credits)

D.  Case-Based Field Work (9 credits)

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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3 | Non-credit  requirements

1.	 Spir i tual  Formation—A variety of  indiv idual  spir i tual  pract ices is 
recommended to encourage students ’  growth in int imacy with God. 
Regular ly  offered courses may be taken as free elect ives to ful f i l l  this 
requirement,  but students may also engage in at  least  32 hours of  a l ternate 
act iv i t ies (retreats ,  spir i tual  direct ion,  indiv idual  or group lect io div ina,  etc . ) 
to develop and demonstrate competencies.  Students have great lat i tude in 
choosing c lassical  or unconventional  prayer forms and discipl ines that f i t 
both their  personal i ty  type and spir i tual  needs.  Maintaining a “ log”  or dated 
record documenting one’s  t ime and act iv i ty  is  required,  a hard copy of 
which must be submitted to the Director of  Spir i tual  Formation.

2.	 Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries training—A focus on how ministers fa i thful ly 
l ive out the sacred trust  granted them by the church,  part icular ly  as their 
behaviors show respect for personal  and minister ia l  boundaries.  Training 
is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.  Pre-approved trainings 
offered by synods or other judicatories may sometimes be subst i tuted.

3.	 Anti-Racism Workshop—A considerat ion of  the church’s  cal l  to radical 
inclusion as a witness to God’s radical  grace,  part icular ly  as we recognize 
our need—indiv idual ly  and corporately—regular ly  to unlearn certain 
behaviors whi le re- learning our real  relat ionship to al l  others as s ibl ings in 
Christ .  Training is  offered at  least  once each year on each campus.

4 | Minimum residence at ULS of one year,  defined as the satisfactory 
completion of at  least 24 credits through courses offered on one of the 
seminary ’s  two campuses

MASTER OF SACRED THEOLOGY
GOALS

The Master of  Sacred Theology program provides opportunity for concentrated 
study in a g iven area of  theological  inquiry for those who have completed a f irst 
theological  degree.  The degree program promotes advanced understanding in 
a part icular theological  disc ipl ine,  increases knowledge and competency for 
ministry in a l l  of  i ts  var iety ,  and provides a foundation for further advanced study. 
The degree requires 27 credits ,  including a thesis and thesis defense.  Normal ly 
undertaken part-t ime,  the degree may be completed within one year i f  taken 
ful l - t ime.  Courses are avai lable on both campuses in var ious formats:  residentia l , 
hybrid,  intensive,  and onl ine.  I f  the degree is  not completed within s ix years,  the 
student must pet i t ion the faculty for cont inuance in the degree program.

MASTER OF ARTS IN PUBLIC LEADERSHIP CONTINUED 
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MISSION STATEMENT

The STM program of United Lutheran Seminary offers those with a f i rst 
professional  theological  degree the opportunity to engage in advanced work in an 
aspect of ,  or an area within,  theological  inquiry in service of  the church and the 
world.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1 | Unifying – Developing advanced ski l ls  in academical ly r igorous research 
that contributes to bringing people together in the diverse unity enabled by 
the Triune God

1.	 Act ively  art iculates diverse perspect ives,  including from bibl ical  and 
theological  disc ipl ines,  and scient i f ic ,  ecumenical ,  and interfaith points of 
v iew

2.	 Clearly  documents awareness of  perspect ives of  marginal ized in research, 
writ ing,  and appl icat ion

3.	 Advocates consistent ly  for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

2 | Learning – Developing advanced ski l ls  in l i felong crit ical  thinking,  research, 
and application through the l i fe-giving power of the Holy Spir it

1.	 Demonstrates excel lent problem-solv ing abi l i t ies within a concentrat ion 
and general  competence across theological  disc ipl ines

2.	 Clearly  art iculates cr i t ical  and construct ive engagement with a l iv ing 
theological  tradit ion,  and capacity  to engage that tradit ion with academic 
integrity

3.	 Evidences advanced abi l i t ies to interpret histor ic  rel ig ious tradit ions, 
including their  sacred scr iptures,  histor ical  development,  and cultural 
forms,  engaging contextual  analysis

4.	 Shows capacity  to complete an extensive thesis on a topic of  s igni f icance

3 | Serving – Developing advanced ski l ls  and confidence in part ic ipating 
in academic communit ies,  with teaching and leading as appropriate for an 
advanced degree graduate

1.	 Presents a c lear and consistent message in publ ic  leadership,  grounded in 

MASTER OF SACRED THEOLOGY



31

ULS ACADEMIC CATALOG 2018-2019
C

O
P

YR
IG

H
T 

©
 2

01
8 

U
N

IT
ED

 L
U

TH
ER

A
N

 S
EM

IN
A

R
Y 

| 
G

ET
TY

SB
U

R
G

 +
 P

H
IL

A
D

EL
P

H
IA

the r isen Christ ,  across contexts

2.	 Shows high level  abi l i t ies to use tools necessary for academic inquiry in 
one’s  f ie lds

3.	 Evidences advanced ski l ls  to address the systems that cause and 
perpetuate marginal izat ion and div is ion,  including drawing upon bibl ical , 
theological  and other academic discipl ines

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  or equivalent degree from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university

2 | A Master of Divinity degree or another master ’s  degree in a theological 
discipl ine earned in a program that requires at least 60 semester hours or the 
equivalent.  The granting inst itution must be ful ly ATS- or regional ly accredited. 
Normally,  a grade point average of 3.0 or better is  required.

3 | Successful  completion of at  least 21 credits,  including at least 12 in an area 
of concentration.  No more than 9 credits can be earned via transfer credits.

4 | Thesis and Thesis Defense (6 credits)

See the STM Manual  for detai ls  concerning this program. 

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
EXCELLENCE IN PRAXIS

The Doctor of  Ministry program is designed to enhance the pract ice of  ministry 
for those who have completed a f irst  theological  degree and who have been 
serving in ordained ministry of  Word and Sacrament for at  least  three years. 
Students establ ish indiv idual ized learning goals and devote intensive study to 
some task or issue in the pract ice of  ministry .

MISSION STATEMENT

The Doctor of  Ministry program offers those in leadership posit ions within the 
ministr ies of  the church the opportunity to ref lect  academical ly  and pastoral ly  on 
their  vocat ion,  ministry ,  publ ic  leadership,  and transformative praxis .

MASTER OF  SACRED THEOLOGY CONTINUED
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

1 | Unifying – Developing advanced ministerial  ski l ls  in bringing people 
together as an engaged learning community in the diverse unity enabled by the 
Triune God

1.	 Act ively  draws on fa ith tradit ions as wel l  as diverse perspect ives,  including 
bibl ical ,  theological ,  sc ient i f ic ,  ecumenical ,  and interfaith,  when engaging 
contemporary events 

2.	 Consistent ly  advocates for the development of  a shared v is ion in groups of 
diverse learners

3.	 Demonstrates an advanced abi l i ty  to lead and teach with bibl ical  and 
theological  integrity  in a part icular community of  fa i th in a part icular 
minister ia l  disc ipl ine/focus

4.	 Presents a bibl ical ly  and theological ly  c lear and consistent message when 
proclaiming and engaging the gospel  in a part icular context

2 | Learning – Developing advanced ski l ls  in cr it ical  thinking and research and 
the abi l i ty to integrate those ski l ls  within the practice of ministry through the 
l i fegiving power of the Holy Spir it

1.	 Interprets the Bible through var ious methodological  approaches in l ight of 
both histor ical  and contemporary contexts.

2.	 Recognizes interrelat ionships among concepts and commitments, 
combining them to interpret past and present real i t ies within bibl ical , 
h istor ical ,  theological ,  sociological ,  and cultural  contexts

3.	 Understands one’s  rootedness in a l iv ing theological  tradit ion,  i ts  place 
in the context of  human l iv ing,  art iculates i t  to others,  and cult ivates a 
capacity  for sel f -cr i t ique

4.	 Draws on contextual  experience as a source of  cont inuing cr i t ique and 
ongoing educat ion

3 | Serving – Developing advanced ministerial  ski l ls  and confidence in leading 
a part icular community for outreach and public  witness grounded in the r isen 
Christ

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
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1.	 Uti l izes conf l ict  management,  counsel ing,  and pastoral  theology effect ively 
in indiv idual  and group situat ions,  whi le a lso understanding the l imits of 
one’s  ski l ls

2.	 On the basis of  sound theological  and bibl ical  understanding,  establ ishes 
opportunit ies to accompany those who are marginal ized,  act ively  addresses 
the systems that cause and perpetuate such marginal izat ion,  and works to 
transform the community

3.	 Art iculates a mature,  sound and ethical  approach to management of  human, 
cultural ,  inst i tut ional ,  and f inancial  resources

4.	 Celebrates opportunit ies and chal lenges in bui lding communit ies of  diverse 
peoples and the gi f ts  they br ing

REQUIREMENTS

1 | A bachelor ’s  or equivalent degree from a regional ly accredited col lege or 
university

2 | A Master of Divinity degree or another master ’s  degree in a theological 
discipl ine earned in a program that requires at least 72 semester hours or the 
equivalent.  The granting inst itution must be ful ly ATS- or regional ly accredited. 
Normally,  a grade point average of 3.0 or better is  required.

3 | A minimum of three years in the professional  ministry of the Church after 
receiving the MDiv or i ts  equivalent.

4 | Col loquium I  and Col loquium I I  (non-credit)

5 | Successful  completion of at  least 24 credits.  No more than 9 credits can be 
earned via transfer credits.

6 | Project in Ministry (non-credit)

See the DMin Manual  for detai ls  concerning this program.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PHD)
[NO NEW STUDENTS CURRENTLY BEING ACCEPTED]

*Ful ly  accredited by Middle States;  f inal  approval  by ATS pending

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY CONTINUED
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GOALS

The Doctor of  Phi losophy program equips persons for vocat ions of  teaching and 
research and for the scholar ly  enhancement of  minister ia l  pract ice.  Students 
select  major and minor f ie lds of  study as the focus of  course work and the 
dissertat ion.

REQUIREMENTS

1 | Courses (36 credits)

•	 Research Methods

•	 Seminar in Publ ic  Theology

•	 Teaching Seminar

•	 4 courses in the major f ie ld of  study

•	 3 courses in the minor f ie ld of  study

•	 1 course in either the major or minor f ie ld

•	 Independent Study in the area of  the dissertat ion

2 | Teaching Assistance:  At least three experiences as a teaching assistant, 
together with development of a teaching portfol io

3 | Comprehensive Examinations

•	 Major f ie ld of  study

•	 Minor f ie ld of  study

•	 Publ ic  Theology

•	 Dissertat ion area

•	 Dissertat ion and oral  defense

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PHD)
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NON-DEGREE CERTIFICATE STUDY
A l imited number of  students each year may be admitted to special  courses 
of  study for which cert i f icates of  complet ion may be awarded.  Admission to a 
cert i f icate program is in no way an indicator of  future admission to a degree 
program. Students in the Cert i f icate program are not el ig ible for f inancial  a id, 
except for internat ional  students admitted through speci f ic  ELCA or other 
exchange programs. In most cases,  internat ional  students,  other than those just 
noted,  cannot be granted v isas for part ic ipat ion in this  program.

The Cert i f icate wi l l  be earned after the successful  complet ion of  at  least  24 
course units .  No courses may be received by transfer or cross-registrat ion 
at  other inst i tut ions.  The part icular program of courses wi l l  be chosen in 
consultat ion with the student ’s  faculty  advisor ,  based on the student ’s  indiv idual 
vocat ional/professional  goals or personal  interest .  Angl ican students,  in 
part icular ,  may take speci f ic  courses to receive a Cert i f icate of  Angl ican Studies. 

Other students who may pursue cert i f icate study include Aff i l iated students doing 
a “Lutheran Year”  at  the behest of  the synod overseeing their  preparat ion for 
roster ing in the ELCA and internat ional  exchange students who are taking courses 
to enrich their  studies or work in their  home country. 

NON-DEGREE CERTIFICATE STUDY



36

ULS ACADEMIC CATALOG 2018-2019
C

O
P

YR
IG

H
T 

©
 2

01
8 

U
N

IT
ED

 L
U

TH
ER

A
N

 S
EM

IN
A

R
Y 

| 
G

ET
TY

SB
U

R
G

 +
 P

H
IL

A
D

EL
P

H
IA

ADMISSIONS & CANDIDACY
ADMISSIONS

Regarding academic readiness,  the student body represents a wide var iety of 
academic concentrat ions in undergraduate work.  The Seminary recommends 
a broad background in the l iberal  arts ,  including Engl ish,  history ,  modern 
languages,  phi losophy,  communicat ions and the social  sc iences.  Appl icants 
should possess intel lectual  abi l i ty  for cr i t ical  and ref lect ive thinking.

It is the policy of United Lutheran Seminary not to discriminate against any student 
applicant for academic acceptance on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, veteran status, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 
parental status, family medical history or genetic information or any other non-
merit based factor in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs and other 
school-administered programs. 

Background checks are required of  a l l 
appl icants pr ior to admission.  Prospect ive 
students may f ind the most up-to-date 
information regarding admissions procedures 
on the Seminary ’s  web s ite.

APPLICATION OVERVIEW

This process is  for the fol lowing f irst 
professional  degrees:

•	 Master of  Div inity  (MDiv)

•	 Master of  Div inity/Distr ibuted Learning (MDiv/DL)

•	 Master of  Div inity/Co-operat ive Model  (MDiv/Co-op)

•	 Master of  Arts in Minister ia l  Leadership (MAML)

•	 Master of  Arts in Publ ic  Leadership (MAPL)

•	 Master of  Arts (MA)

•	 Cert i f icate of  Theological  Studies

•	 Cert i f icate in Angl ican Studies

•	 Aff i l iate

ADMISSIONS & CANDIDACY
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Please read this careful ly before completing your application onl ine at ULS.
edu/apply.

GENERAL INFORMATION

PREVIOUS NAMES

Please provide any previous name(s)  i f  you have changed your name since 
complet ing your undergraduate or graduate degrees.

PRIMARY PHONE

The number at  which you would l ike us to contact you during the appl icat ion 
process.

EMAIL ADDRESS

The e-mai l  address at  which you can be contacted during the appl icat ion process.

ADDRESSES

If  you do not current ly  reside at  your home address (e.g.  you are away at  school) , 
p lease provide both your home/permanent and current addresses.

EDUCATION

TRANSCRIPTS

We require an off ic ia l  transcr ipt  from al l  inst i tut ions at  which you have studied 
regardless of  whether a degree was granted.  Transfer students must a lso have 
a letter of  good standing sent from the Dean of  your current seminary.  Mail ing 
address for the Off ice of Admissions is  7301 Germantown Ave,  Phi ladelphia,  PA 
19119.

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE

Appl icants are expected to have an earned Bachelor ’s  degree,  or equivalent ,  from 
an accredited undergraduate inst i tut ion.  Occasional  exceptions may be made for 
appl icants who have completed at  least  78 credit  hours of  undergraduate course 
work and have demonstrated academic readiness for graduate- level  course work.

ADMISSIONS & CANDIDACY CONTINUED
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE

The minimum GPA expected of  appl icants ,  from previous undergraduate and 
graduate course work,  is  2.8.

REFERENCES

You are asked to provide us with three references .  Forms wi l l  be emai led from 
ULS,  please have the emai l  addresses of  your references ready when complet ing 
the onl ine appl icat ion.

PASTORAL

The pastoral  reference must be from a pastor at  your home church.

ACADEMIC

This is  to be written by a professor who has taught you.  I f  you have been out of 
school  for some t ime you can use a work supervisor (or work peer) .

LEADERSHIP

The f inal  reference is  to be from someone that knows you wel l  that is  not a 
relat ive.

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

•	 In 5-7 pages double spaced,  write an autobiographical  essay that addresses 
the fol lowing points:

•	 What role has the church,  the scr iptures,  and histor ical  or contemporary 
authors played in your l i fe and your sense of  cal l?

•	 What key moments and events in your l i fe have contr ibuted to your sense 
of  cal l?

•	 Where and how do you think God is  cal l ing you to serve?

•	 What personal  g i f ts  do you hope to offer the church and the world?

•	 How would an educat ion at  ULS aid you in l iv ing out your unique cal l ing?

ADMISSIONS & CANDIDACY CONTINUED
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Your essay must be submitted in PDF (preferred) or MS Word format .  Appl icants 
who are involved in the ELCA Candidacy process may submit  their  Candidacy 
essay as part  of  their  appl icat ion.

I f  you use your Candidacy Entrance Essay,  please add as a supplement for your 
response to the fol lowing two quest ions,  i f  you have not a lready addressed these 
quest ions in the Entrance Essay i tsel f :

1.	 What role have the scr iptures and histor ical  or contemporary authors 
played in your l i fe and your sense of  cal l?

2.	 How would an educat ion at  United Lutheran Seminary aid you in l iv ing out 
your unique cal l ing?

OTHER INFORMATION

APPLICATION FEE

There is  a non-refundable $50.00 appl icat ion fee.

APPLICATION DEADLINES

Although it is wise to apply at least six months prior to your intended starting date, 
ULS has a roll ing admissions process. In order to be admitted for the fall semester 
applications must be completed by the end of July. For spring, applications must be 
completed by the first week of December. If you have begun the application process 
you will  be notified of your application status by email as materials arrive.

Once all of your application materials are received, you will  be notified by the 
Admissions Office that your fi le is complete. Then your fi le wil l  be reviewed by the 
Admissions Committee, you will  be informed of the committee’s decision by an email 
and a mailed letter.

CANDIDACY

Candidacy in the ELCA is  the churchwide process of  discernment,  preparat ion, 
and formation leading to rostered ministry .  The ELCA has two dist inct  rostered 
ministr ies:  Word and Sacrament,  and Word and Service.  Candidacy involves the 
partnership of  candidate,  ELCA synod candidacy committee,  ELCA seminary,  and 

ADMISSIONS & CANDIDACY CONTINUED
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the ELCA Domestic  Mission unit .  The candidacy committee,  composed of  c lergy, 
la i ty ,  and seminary faculty ,  holds the responsibi l i ty  for the process. 

Establ ishing and maintaining an ongoing relat ionship with a candidacy committee 
is  the responsibi l i ty  of  the appl icant.  The steps for enter ing and successful ly 
complet ing Candidacy are descr ibed on the ELCA website.  Prospect ive students 
are advised to begin the candidacy process wel l  before appl icat ion to the 
Seminary.

ELCA candidates for ordinat ion who attend non-ELCA seminaries are typical ly 
required to “af f i l iate”  with an ELCA seminary,  at  the beginning of  their  seminary 
career.  Aff i l iated students are typical ly  required to complete some coursework at 
an ELCA seminary.  Whether i t  is  a ful l  year of  residency or selected courses,  this 
aspect of  candidacy is  determined by the synodical  Candidacy committee. 

FINANCES & SERVICES
The Seminary seeks to be a good steward of  a l l  the resources entrusted to i t  by 
students,  synods,  pr ivate donors,  foundations,  and grants.  Tuit ion and fees paid 
by students comprise less than 20% of the Seminary ’s  income stream. Mindful 
of  increasing student debt loads,  the Seminary str ives to minimize increases in 
tuit ion from year to year.

Tuit ion is  charged per semester for ful l - t ime students (at  least  12 credits in 
a semester)  and per credit  for part-t ime students ( less than 12 credits in a 
semester) .

VIEW NEXT PAGE FOR 2018-2019 ACADEMIC YEAR TUITION AND FEES.

FINANCES & SERVICES
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HOUSING & MEALS

The Seminary has more than 100 units of  student housing (dormitor ies,  suites, 
and apartments)  located on the Gettysburg campus and student apartments 
on the Phi ladelphia campus,  including both furnished and unfurnished housing 
units .  Pr ices range from $536 to $1,350 per month;  Gettysburg dormitory space 
is  $1,496 per semester.  Pr ic ing and bi l l ing frequency for speci f ic  housing units is 
avai lable upon request .  Guest rooms are avai lable for commuters at  a dai ly  rate 
ranging from $25 to $65,  depending on the locat ion and unit .  Associated housing 
fees for security  deposits ,  pets ,  key replacement,  etc .  are avai lable upon request . 

Lunch is  served each weekday when classes are in session in the Gettysburg 
campus refectory.  Students may purchase meals for the semester for $355 or 
indiv idual ly  as needed.  The semester meal  plan is  required for students in the 
Gettysburg dormitory. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS

Al l  charges are due by the f irst  day of  c lasses for each semester.  Housing charges 
are bi l led for the ent ire semester or on a month-to-month basis ,  depending 
on the speci f ic  unit  and locat ion.  Al l  f inancial  a id funds,  including grants/
scholarships and student loan proceeds,  are f irst  appl ied to Seminary charges.  Al l 
other f inancial  obl igat ions incurred must be paid within 30 days.

Students with unpaid balances may not advance to the next term, internship, 
or unit  of  study,  or obtain grades or transcr ipts.  No student can graduate with 
outstanding obl igat ions. 

REFUNDS FOR WITHDRAWAL

Students withdrawing from the seminary,  or from a course or courses,  wi l l  have 
their  tuit ion,  housing,  and meal  plan charges prorated,  i f  appl icable,  as descr ibed 
in the Student Handbook.

FINANCES & SERVICES CONTINUED
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FINANCIAL AID
The Seminary has a substant ia l  and growing scholarship endowment corpus.  Annual 

income generated by this endowment and current donat ions to the scholarship fund 

provide scholarships of  several  types for seminarians.  There are several  steps in the 

bui lding of  a seminarian ’s  f inancial  a id award,  including computat ion of  f inancial  need, 

considerat ion of  awards from home congregat ion and synod,  e l ig ibi l i ty  for Seminary 

scholarships,  and federal  student loan and work study programs.  

See the Financial  Aid section of the my.uls.edu website for detai led information on the 

application process for applying for grants/scholarships,  federal  student loans and 

work study programs.  

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Ful l - tuit ion scholarships are avai lable for a l l  fu l l - t ime,  ELCA students who are in the 

candidacy process for rostered ministry .    A lso,  ELCA students who are awarded ful l -

tuit ion Scholarships from outside organizat ions such as Fund for Leaders,  may be el ig ible 

to receive a ULS Housing Al lowance,  $7000 for on campus residency and $5000 for off 

campus residency.  

There are grants and scholarships avai lable for students who are enrol led at  least  hal f -

t ime (6 credits)  in a f i rst  theological  degree program.  ULS offers a matching grant for 

funds brought in from non-ELCA,  sponsoring church bodies.  

FEDERAL DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN PROGRAM 

Students must complete the Free Appl icat ion for Federal  Student Aid (FAFSA) form and be 

enrol led at  least  hal f - t ime in a degree program to be el ig ible to borrow a Federal  Direct 

Student Loan.   The award amount for the Federal  Direct  Loan depends on several  factors, 

including the total  cost  of  attendance,  the total  amount of  other f inancial  resources the 

student is  receiv ing,  and a student ’s  total  federal  student loan indebtedness.   The annual 

maximum loan amount a student may borrow per academic year is  $20,500.  The interest 

rate is  set  by the federal  government and begins accruing immediately  after the funds 

have been disbursed.   The interest  rate for the 2017-2018 academic year was 6%. 

FINANCIAL AID
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The Seminary caut ions students about excessive borrowing because although loan 

repayment is  deferred i f  a  student is  enrol led at  least  hal f - t ime,  loan repayment wi l l 

begin short ly  after graduat ion at  a t ime when other f inancial  obl igat ions and low start ing 

salar ies l imit  one’s  resources.  I f  a  student drops below half - t ime enrol lment at  any 

t ime,  their  loans wi l l  no longer be in a deferred status and they must begin repayment 

immediately .  Loans should be considered only after a l l  other sources of  a id have been 

explored and exhausted.  Students,  however,  are responsible for these decis ions. 

FELLOWSHIPS FOR GRADUATES 

The Seminary offers fe l lowships to graduates of  both Gettysburg Seminary and United 

Lutheran Seminary who are pursuing doctoral  studies in theological  disc ipl ines within 

accredited inst i tut ions.  Further information is  avai lable from the Dean of  the Seminary.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
STM/DMin courses l isted separately at  end of page.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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KEY TO COURSE NUMBERING

BIB 100s Language of  the Early  Church

BIB 200s 1st-  and 2nd-year courses fulf i l l ing Bibl ical  requirements

BIB 300s Courses ful f i l l ing Bible at  the Crossroads requirements (normal ly 
for seniors)

BIB 400s Bible or free elect ives (some courses have pre-requisites)

CXT xxx Contextual  Educat ion requirements (most ly  noncredit )

DEN xxx Courses fulf i l l ing denominational  history/pol ity courses for 
part icular students

GSE xxx General  Studies courses,  usual ly  free elect ives

HTH 100 Systematic Theology 1:  Creation,  Sin,  and New Creation

HTH 101 Church History 1:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church

HTH 20x Courses fulf i l l ing History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity 
requirement

HTH 21x Courses ful f i l l ing Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Diverse World 
requirement

HTH 300s Courses fulf i l l ing Gospel and Freedom requirement (normally 
for seniors)

HTH 400s History/Theology free elect ives

PRAX 10x Courses fulf i l l ing Worship requirement

PRAX 11x Courses ful f i l l ing Pastoral  Theology ( formerly Presence in 
Community)  requirement

PRAX 12x Courses fulf i l l ing Church in Society requirement

PRAX 13x Courses ful f i l l ing Preaching the Gospel  requirement

PRAX 14x Courses fulf i l l ing Congregational  Formation and Education 
requirement

PRAX 30x Courses ful f i l l ing Equipping the Saints/Church Administrat ion 
requirement (normal ly  for seniors)

PRAX 400x Praxis free elect ives

SPFM xxx Free elect ive courses that a lso ful f i l l  the noncredit  Spir i tual 
Formation requirement

Xxx 700s STM/DMin courses.  May be taken by advanced f irst-degree 
students with instructor permission.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 100 LANGUAGE OF THE EARLY CHURCH

The New Testament was written in Koine Greek.  As the language in which 
God’s L iv ing Word is  communicated to us,  i t  is  imperat ive that we can read and 
understand that word as c lear ly  as possible.  The var iety of  Engl ish translat ions of 
the New Testament demonstrates that every translat ion is  a lso an interpretat ion. 
For leaders in the Church,  this  course wi l l  provide the knowledge,  sk i l ls ,  and 
training in software resources to work with the or ig inal  language texts;  awareness 
of  the interpret ive issues involved in translat ion;  and pract ice in effect ively 
communicat ing the Word for the church today.  
[No prerequis i tes]  M.Div Language of  the Early  Church requirement 

Mark Vita l is  Hoffman,  Crystal  Hal l

BIB 201 READING AND TELLING THE STORY

This course wi l l  provide an overarching survey of  the Bible to equip students to 
understand the cr i t ical  perspect ives for reading the bibl ical  texts.  Learning and 
apply ing histor ical  cr i t ical  methods whi le a lso studying geographical ,  h istor ical , 
and sociological  real i t ies of  the bibl ical  world,  students wi l l  see how God’s work 
in creat ion came to ful f i l lment in Jesus and informs the l ives of  Christ ians today. 
The course wi l l  benef i t  both readers of  the text  and v is i tors to the bibl ical  lands. 
I t  wi l l  increase understanding both of  the bibl ical  world and of  the real i t ies in 
those lands today and prepare leaders fa i thful ly  to share the bibl ical  witness in 
congregat ions today.  Reading & Tel l ing the Story requirement [Pre-requis i te for 
MDiv students:  BIB 100 Language of  Ear ly  Church][May be taken s imultaneously 
with Story of  Israel]

Mark Vita l is  Hoffman

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 210 STORY OF JESUS AND THE EARLY CHURCH

As the authoritat ive resource for understanding the story of  Jesus and the early 
church and as basis of  the church’s  fa i th,  confession,  and witness,  a study of 
the New Testament is  essentia l .  In this  course,  students wi l l  be prepared to 
l isten to God’s Word in personal  study and in community and apply insights 
gained as leaders in church and world through worship,  educat ion,  service,  and 
encouragement.  Understanding the New Testament includes engaging in cr i t ical 
reading and ref lect ion on these texts as wel l  as studying their  social ,  l i terary , 
cultural ,  h istor ical ,  source,  theological ,  and textual  dynamics.  In this  course, 
students wi l l  be introduced to the basic aspects of  exeget ing texts in their 
or ig inal  language as foundational  work for preaching,  teaching,  and integrat ing 
the texts for the l i fe of  fa i th and of  the church.  MDiv/MAML Story of  Jesus & the 
Early  Church requirement,  or free elect ive [Pre-requis i te:  BIB 201 Reading and 
Tel l ing the Story]

Crystal  Hal l

BIB 220 STORY OF ISRAEL

This course is  designed as a cr i t ical  introduct ion to the Old Testament/Hebrew 
Bible in general  and as a survey of  the structure,  contents,  and major theological 
themes of  the ‘Pr imary History ’  ( the books of  Genesis through Kings) .  The course 
is  ‘cr i t ical ’  in the sense that i ts  central  intent ion is  to or ient students to and 
engage students in the responsible study of  the Old Testament /  Hebrew Bible in 
the contemporary world.  MDiv/MAML Story of  Israel  requirement,  or free elect ive 
[May take s imultaneously with Reading and Tel l ing the Story]

Brooks Schramm, Robert  Robinson

BIB 301 PROPHETS SEMINAR: JEREMIAH

A study of  selected texts from Jeremiah,  with special  attent ion to exeget ical 
method.  Rigorous seminar format.  MDiv Bible at  Crossroads of  Church and 
Culture requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive [Pre-requis i te:  BIB 220 Story of 
Israel

Brooks Schramm

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 302 BIBLE AT THE CROSSROADS 

MDiv Bible at  Crossroads of  Church and Culture requirement or Bible or free 
elect ive

TBA

BIB 303 JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE 

“ I f  any harm fol lows,  then you shal l  g ive l i fe for l i fe ,  eye for eye,  tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand,  foot for foot ,  burn for burn,  wound for wound,  str ipe for str ipe ” 
(Exodus 21:23-24) .  “ Indeed,  God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world,  but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who 
bel ieve in him are not condemned; but those who do not bel ieve are condemned 
already,  because they have not bel ieved in the name of the only Son of  God” 
( John 3:14-15) .  Scr ipture abounds with images of  judgement and just ice,  images 
that have inspired human imaginat ion and sparked human thinking for centuries. 
In this  course we wi l l  engage deeply with selected scr iptural  depict ions of 
judgement and just ice and discuss how they support or problematize current 
theologies of  atonement and systems of  cr iminal  and c iv i l  just ice.  MDiv Bible 
at  Crossroads of  Church and Culture requirement or Bible or free elect ive. 
[Prerequis i tes BIB 100 Language of  the Early  Church,  BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing 
the Story] .

Al l ison deForest

BIB 304 BIBLE AT THE CROSSROADS: THE PSALTER AND THE LIFE OF FAITH

This course engages the Psalms as the pr imal  language of  Jewish and Christ ian 
prayer ,  devot ion,  and piety ,  both corporate and personal .  In this  manner,  the 
course is  conceived as a language course:  an encounter with the vocabulary , 
phraseology,  and pecul iar  id iom of the Psalms as they have been bequeathed 
to synagogue and church by ancient Israel .  Perspect ives from the areas of 
theological  anthropology,  systematic theology,  pastoral  theology,  and l i turgics 
(both Christ ian and Jewish)  are regular ly  incorporated into the course.  MDiv 
Bible at  Crossroads of  Church and Culture requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive. 
[Prerequis i te:  The Story of  Israel]

Brooks Schramm

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 310 LOVE OF GOD: SONG OF SONGS

The history of  interpretat ion of  the Song of  Songs is  long and complex,  as this 
smal l  col lect ion of  poems has generated more commentaries than any other 
bibl ical  book,  except for the Psalter and Genesis .  In the modern period,  the book 
has raised di f f icult  problems for cr i t ical  interpreters ,  and i t  is  not uncommon to 
hear the quest ion:  is  Song of  Songs the least  bibl ical  or the most bibl ical  book in 
the Bible? This course leads students to an encounter with the Song through the 
eyes of  selected Jewish and Christ ian commentators and seeks to demonstrate 
the central i ty  of  “ the love of  God” for both tradit ions.  Bible at  Crossroads of 
Church and Culture requirement or Bible or free elect ive.  [Prerequis i te:  The Story 
of  Israel]

Brooks Schramm

BIB 350 AFRICAN PRESENCE IN SCRIPTURE 

A study of  Afr ican and Hamit ic  people in the development of  the Old and New 
Testament rel ig ion and people,  as demonstrated in the Bible.  MDiv Bible at 
Crossroads of  Church and Culture requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive 

James Pol lard

BIB 355 ACTS: THE EARLY CHURCH AND THE CHURCH TODAY

This course wi l l  provide a survey of  the book of  Acts.  Whi le invest igat ing issues 
of  background,  history ,  translat ion of  the Greek,  and the l ike,  students wi l l  a lso 
consider how the issues faced by the early  Church can inform the issues faced 
by the Church today and promote fa ithful  pract ice.  Possible topics include issues 
of  bibl ical  interpretat ion,  decis ion making,  stewardship,  mission,  Jewish-Christ ian 
relat ions,  and the pract ice of  piety and spir i tual i ty .  MDiv Bible at  Crossroads 
of  Church and Culture requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive.  [Prerequis i te:  The 
Story of  Jesus and the Early  Church]

Mark Vita l is  Hoffman

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 357 PAUL, WOMEN AND THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE 

The Paul ine Epist les g ive us some of  the best evidence we have of  women’s act ive 
part ic ipat ion in the ministry of  the early  church.  They also contain some of  the 
most restr ict ive statements in the Bible about women’s speech and leadership. 
This course wi l l  explore this tension and the relevance of  these passages for 
the histor ical  study of  women in the early  church and for Christ ian l i fe and 
ministry today.  Discussion of  the Paul ine Epist les wi l l  a lso serve as an avenue into 
explor ing what we mean when we say the Bible has authority .  How do we as 21st 
century Christ ians fa i thful ly  and responsibly interpret these ancient documents 
as Scr ipture? This course sat isf ies the “Bible at  the Crossroads”  elect ive 
requirement,  and i t  is  a lso offered for STM/DMin credit .  MDiv Bible at  Crossroads 
of  Church and Culture requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive.  [Pre-requis i tes:  BIB 
100,  BIB 201,  and BIB 210;  or equivalent] 

Jennifer McNeel

BIB 380 ISRAEL/PALESTINE/JORDAN TRAVEL SEMINAR

There are few experiences more enriching to an understanding of  the Bible and 
more formative for spir i tual  insight than v is i t ing the lands where so much of 
bibl ical  history occurred.  The Bible speaks of  the extent of  the land from Dan to 
Beer-sheba.  We wi l l  be v is i t ing these s i tes and others connected with Abraham 
and Sarah,  David and Solomon, prophets and priests ,  Jesus and the disciples, 
and forward through the Byzant ine and Is lamic periods to the present.  Whi le 
focusing on bibl ical  highl ights of  the land,  the tr ip also engages with the cultural 
and rel ig ious aspects of  the compl icated modern s i tuat ion today.  Students may 
choose to take the tr ip for credit  which wi l l  include preparatory readings and an 
on-site presentat ion.  Ful f i l ls  MDiv Bible at  the Crossroads requirement,  or Bible 
or free elect ive

Mark Vita l is  Hoffman

BIB 401 HEBREW

Hebrew is  the or ig inal  language of  the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible,  and i ts 
recovery was a central  and indispensable bui lding block of  the Protestant 
Reformation.  Students learn the basics of  bibl ical  Hebrew vocabulary and 
grammar and begin to sharpen their  perspect ive on the exquis i te art  of 
translat ion.  The course is  enhanced by an or ientat ion to Bible software tools as 
an aid to ongoing study of  the language.  Bible or free elect ive

Brooks Schramm

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 461 ROMANS 

In this  course we wi l l  walk through this ,  Paul ’s  most systematic letter ,  in detai l 
d iscussing Paul ’s  context ,  rhetorical  strategies,  his  Old Testament exegesis and 
how these help us and his f i rst  readers understand the good news “power of  God 
for salvat ion to everyone who has fa i th,  to the Jew f irst  and also to the Greek 
(Roman 1:16) . ”  We wi l l  take this opportunity to examine this essentia l  epist le 
through a var iety of  21st Century lenses to see c learer i ts  meaning and purpose 
for us today.  Assignments wi l l  include weekly onl ine discussion of  the text ,  an 
exeget ical  paper on a passage of  the student ’s  choice and a project  for use in a 
ministry sett ing.  Bible or free elect ive [Pre-requis i tes:  BIB 201 Reading and Tel l ing 
the Story and BIB 210 Story of  Jesus]

Al l ison deForest

BIB 472 NEGLECTED APOSTLES: PETER AND JAMES

Though Paul  referred to them as “pi l lars”  (Gal  2:9) ,  Peter and James the Just  have 
taken second place to the apost le to the gent i les ,  at  least  as far as the letters 
attr ibuted to them are concerned.  Mart in Luther famously quest ioned the status 
of  the Epist le of  James alongside the Gospels and the letters of  Paul .  In this 
course students wi l l  ask what can be known about the histor ical  Peter and James, 
explore what has been said of  them by church tradit ion,  and careful ly  examine 
the canonical  writ ings bearing their  names.  Topics for study and discussion 
wi l l  include histor ic i ty  and canonic ity ,  fa i th and works,  apocalypt ic ism, and the 
relat ionship between Jewish and Genti le Christ ianity  in the f irst  and second 
centuries AD. [Pre-requis i te:  BIB 210 Story of  Jesus and the Early  Church] Bible or 
Free Elect ive

Joshua Yoder

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 478 QUEER HERMENEUTICS

From Supreme Court rul ings on wedding cake to the systemic discr iminat ion of 
trans communit ies in bathrooms and courtrooms across this country ,  the bible is 
regular ly  wielded as a weapon to just i fy  v iolence against  LGBTQIA+ communit ies. 
This course seeks to go beyond simply rehearsing what the bible has to say 
about sexual i ty  to engaging how queer bibl ical  interpretat ions can give voice to 
counter messages that chal lenge homophobic v iolence and support LGBTQIA+ 
communit ies.  Using an interdiscipl inary approach,  the course wi l l  cr i t ical ly 
examine how queer interpretat ions,  especial ly  trans interpretat ions,  open up 
new perspect ives on bibl ical  texts as wel l  as the theologies and sociopol i t ical 
ideologies connected to them. Emphasis wi l l  be placed on the pract ical 
appl icat ions of  exist ing queer interpretat ions for preaching,  worship,  educat ion, 
advocacy,  and just ice work as wel l  as the creat ion of  new queer bibl ical 
interpretat ions.  [Pre-requis i te:  BIB 210 Story of  Jesus and the Early  Church OR 
BIB 220 Story of  Israel]  Ful f i l ls  MDiv Bible at  Crossroads of  Church and Culture 
requirement,  or Bible or free elect ive

Karr i  Whipple

DEN 201 LUTHERAN FOUNDATIONS 

This course explores the Lutheran confessional  texts included in the Book of 
Concord as a witness to the gospel  and guidance for fa i th and l i fe .  Through a 
f irst-hand reading of  the documents,  and learning about their  history ,  context , 
and content ,  students wi l l  gain an appreciat ion of  the histor ical  foundations of 
Lutheran theology and ref lect  cr i t ical ly  on the relevance of  the Confessions for 
publ ic  ministry today.
Fulf i l ls  denominat ional  history/pol i ty  requirement for Lutheran students [Pre-
requis i te:  HTH 100 or HTH 101]

Vincent Evener

DEN 204 BAPTIST POLITY

A study of  the basic structure,  mission,  and theological  standards of  the Baptist 
tradit ion.  Ful f i l ls  denominat ional  history/pol i ty  requirement for Baptist  students

Wayne Croft

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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DEN 206 ESSENTIALS OF ANGLICANISM

The course wi l l  focus on the formation of  Angl ican and Episcopal  ident ity , 
responsibi l i ty ,  authority ,  col legia l i ty  and accountabi l i ty  through engagement 
with both pr imary sources,  major texts ,  and var ious art ic les.  A seminar for 
students with l i t t le previous study of  Angl icanism serious about appropriat ing 
the fundamentals of  Angl ican church history ,  spir i tual i ty  and theology and being 
prepared,  in turn,  to teach lay inquirers ’  or ecumenical  c lasses on Angl icanism 
and the Episcopal  Church,  to preach sermons grounded in an Angl ican theological 
perspect ive,  and to lead l i turgy as a lay person.  The course also lays a s igni f icant 
part  of  a basic foundation for students who wi l l  take the General  Ordinat ion 
Examinat ions.  Ful f i l ls  denominat ional  history/pol i ty  requirement for Angl ican 
students

TBA

GSE 151 JOHN’S ISLAND SERVICE TRAVEL SEMINAR

Leadership.  Knowledge.  Experience.  The John’s Is land tr ip is  centered in a 
student-organized work tr ip to John’s Is land,  South Carol ina.  In preparat ion for 
the tr ip students wi l l  meet s ix t imes during January term to learn the deep history 
of  the Sea Is lands,  to study the Gul lah culture of  the region,  to invest igate the 
economic and social  forces that are reshaping the is lands,  and to plumb the 
depths of  the rel ig ious l i fe of  the people of  the is lands.  Learning wi l l  cont inue 
during the tr ip i tsel f ,  in conversat ion with neighbors on the is lands and in 
presentat ions by local  resources.  The deepest learning wi l l  occur through working 
with those served by the tr ip ,  by immersion in their  culture.  Free Elect ive

Robert  Robinson

GSE 351 INTER-SEMINARY SEMINAR 

Selected topics for students in the f inal  year are pursued along with students 
from other area seminaries.  Free elect ive;  for seniors by invitat ion only

Robert  Robinson

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 100 CREATION, SIN, AND NEW CREATION 

This course introduces students to construct ive and l iberat ive theological 
thinking that emphasizes (1)  the inherent relat ional i ty  of  God,  creat ion and 
humanity ,  and (2)  the meanings of  salvat ion.  Mindful  of  the world of  which we 
are a part ,  in a l l  i ts  weakness,  incompleteness,  and s infulness,  we do theology by 
attempting our best thinking and praxis through the sources and tools that are 
avai lable to us.  A guiding quest ion for the course is  how theology informs publ ic 
ministry .  Systematic Theology 1:  Creat ion/Sin/New Creat ion requirement

John Hoffmeyer

HTH 101 DYNAMIC FAITH OF THE CHURCH 

Part ic ipants learn to ident i fy ,  draw upon,  and creat ively  apply ,  with integrity ,  for 
leadership in parish ministry and other publ ic  roles,  the fa i th of  Christ ian women 
and men from the or ig ins of  Christ ianity  in Judaism and the Roman Empire to 
1500.   Part ic ipants demonstrate abi l i t ies to art iculate and employ key discourses, 
including doctr ines of  God,  Tr inity ,  Christology,  the Church,  S in,  and Scr ipture; 
and demonstrate and employ awareness of  key pract ices,  including Baptism and 
Eucharist .  Ful f i l ls  History 1:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church requirement for MDiv , 
MA,  and MAPL students;  MAML free elect ive

Jon Pahl ,  V incent Evener,  Phi l ip Krey

HTH 201 CHRISTIANITY BECOMES A WORLD RELIGION

Course descr ipt ion forthcoming.
MDiv History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity  requirement,  or free elect ive

Maria Er l ing

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 202 FAITH AND FILM

According to some observers,  f i lm and media is  rel ig ion in America;  seeing is 
bel iev ing.  Many people spend much more t ime engaged with media than with a 
local  congregat ion or agency.  At  the least ,  f i lms interact  with fa i th tradit ions to 
represent ,  expose,  cr i t ique,  extol ,  and shape them. In this  course,  we wi l l  study 
the interact ions between movies and televis ion and rel ig ions in the United States, 
from the early  twentieth-century to the present ,  br inging to bear tools from the 
discipl ines of  cultural  studies,  history ,  and theology,  among others,  with a focus 
on engaging media (especial ly  f i lm and televis ion)  in congregat ional  ministry 
and publ ic  theology.  Viewing of  5-7 f i lms wi l l  be accompanied by c lose readings 
and discussions of  each of  them, in conjunct ion with key secondary sources and 
reviews.  MDiv History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity  requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL 
Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or free elect ive

Jon Pahl

HTH 203 JESUS AND CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Course descr ipt ion forthcoming.

MDiv History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity  requirement,  or free elect ive

Jayakiran Sebast ian 

HTH 204 HISTORY OF LUTHERANISM

United Lutheran Seminary is  the oldest Lutheran seminary in the Western 
Hemisphere.  I t  has been a leader in experiencing,  benef i t t ing from, and 
responding to explorat ion,  colonial izat ion,  s lavery ,  war,  missionary zeal ,  and 
missionary regret .  Today,  after many language transit ions and merger processes, 
Lutherans no longer rely  on ethnic t ies to gain a greater witness,  but through 
ecumenical  relat ionships,  and world partnerships have tr ied every form of 
persuasion to adapt to new communit ies.  Sometimes this works,  sometimes 
not.  Leaders hope for more inclusion;  community memory and tradit ion become 
dif f icult  barr iers to overcome. But i t  can be done.  This course explores how the 
many sett lers and immigrant communit ies assimi lated into the American scene, 
and how they t ime and again sought to broaden their  appeal  to meet their  own 
vis ion of  becoming a more inclusive church.  By examining this history students 
wi l l  learn where the minef ie lds are in scoping out the American landscape and 
what has been and what is  promising about Lutheranism’s witness in our t ime. 
MDiv History 2:  Global iz ing Christ ianity  requirement,  or free elect ive

Maria Er l ing

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 212 CHRISTIAN ENCOUNTERS WITH OTHER FAITHS 

The seminar attempts to examine the nature and scope of  Church’s  engagement 
with rel ig ious plural ism in l ight of  bibl ical ,  h istor ical  and theological  perspect ives. 
I t  is  not a course on world rel ig ions.  We wi l l  examine Christ ian att i tudes and 
approaches to other l iv ing fa i ths and how it  shapes Christ ian sel f -understanding 
in contemporary society .  We wi l l  a lso explore the nature and funct ion of 
interrel ig ious dialogue in Western societ ies and i ts  impl icat ions for pastoral 
ministry .   MDiv Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Diverse World requirement,  or 
free elect ive [Pre-requis i te:  HTH 100]

Paul  Rajashekar

HTH 213 UNDERSTANDING MISSION TODAY

The seminar wi l l  examine the nature and funct ion of  the church’s  mission in l ight 
of  bibl ical ,  h istor ical  and contemporary perspect ives.  Attent ion wi l l  be paid to 
theologies of  mission as art iculated in var ious ecumenical ,  Roman Cathol ic  and 
evangel ical  statements issued in recent decades.  A select  number of  themes wi l l 
be explored in greater detai l  in relat ion to our context of  rel ig ious plural ism. 
Lutheran perspect ives on evangel izat ion and mission wi l l  a lso receive attent ion. 
MDiv Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Diverse World requirement,  or free elect ive. 
[Prerequis i te:  Creat ion,  S in,  and New Creat ion

Paul  Rajashekar

HTH 214 BLACK (AFRICAN AMERICAN) THEOLOGY

We wi l l  study contemporary black theology in the United States.  The course 
examines the history ,  methodology and systematic construct ion of  black theology 
with a focus on Christology in the Afr ican American perspect ive.  We endeavor to 
reach three goals (1)  to ident i fy  and study issues pertaining to the theological 
interpretat ion of  “black rel ig ion,”  which is  regarded as the pr incipal  subject 
matter for black theology;  (2)  to ident i fy  sources and learn methods for doing 
systematic/construct ive black theology;  and (3)  to examine central  themes in 
black theological  accounts of  Christology ( the person of  Christ ) ,  inclusive of  black 
and womanist  symbols for Christ ,  interpretat ions of  the teachings and ethics 
of  the histor ical  Jesus in black Christologies,  and the meanings of  the Cross 
and Resurrect ion for interpretat ions of  redemptive suffer ings,  l iberat ion and 
salvat ion.  MDiv Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Diverse World requirement,  or 
free elect ive

Frederick Ware

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 216 LIFE,  DEATH AND SALVATION IN A MULTI-FAITH WORLD

Increasingly ,  the church is  real iz ing that what i t  means to be “saved” is  a much 
more complex quest ion than s imply where one is  “going”  after death.  Instead, 
salvat ion touches the whole of  human l i fe—both indiv idual ly  and communal ly—
and relates direct ly  to how one understands both l i fe and death.  The chal lenge 
is  c lear:  Christ ians today require a fa i thful ,  meaningful  answer to the quest ion 
of  how Jesus saves,  but in doing so,  our postmodern context requires both a 
reexaminat ion of  the tradit ion and also a fresh art iculat ion of  how salvat ion 
relates to an understanding of  l i fe and death—in Christ ianity  and in other 
rel ig ious tradit ions as wel l .  This course,  then,  seeks to give students the tools to 
do just  that ,  by examining what i t  means to be “saved” [ l iberated,  enl ightened, 
del ivered,  etc. ]  in both Christ ianity  and selected other world rel ig ious tradit ions, 
and the ramif icat ions such understandings have for l i fe and meaning in the world. 
MDiv Theology 2:  Doing Theology in a Diverse World requirement,  or free elect ive. 
[Prerequis i te:  HTH 100]

Kristen Largen

HTH 221 THE ECUMENICAL CHURCH

This course seeks not only to analyze the history and background of  the search 
for ecumenical  understanding among the Churches,  but a lso address the 
chal lenges and opportunit ies regarding the possibi l i t ies for unity and concord 
among the churches today.  Focusing on the work of  the World Counci l  of 
Churches,  we wi l l  examine the quest for unity among the Orthodox,  Cathol ic , 
Protestant and Pentecostal  confessional  fami l ies;  understandings of  worship and 
the sacraments;  interfaith relat ionships and the unity of  humankind;  gospel  and 
cultures;  mission and conversion;  and just ice,  peace and the integrity  of  creat ion. 
Ful f i l ls  denominat ional  history/pol i ty  requirement for students not required to 
take such a course or may be taken as free elect ive

Jayakiran Sebast ian

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 303 THE LORD’S SUPPER & THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH 

The object ive of  this  course is  to faci l i tate and promote ref lect ion on the 
communion meal ,  a lso known as the Eucharist  and the Lord’s  Supper,  within the 
wider context of  the Bibl ical  understanding of  the church as communion,  with 
a v iew to developing an informed and integrated understanding of  eucharist ic 
issues and themes which emerge from the worldwide church and from the 
pract ical  l i fe-real i t ies of  the churches in our own contexts today.  The course 
wi l l  examine the bibl ical  foundations,  pract ices in the early  church,  the var iety 
of  understandings during the reformation,  the quest for unity and fel lowship 
brought about through the ecumenical  movement,  and the chal lenges for the 
understanding of  the church as communion today.  MDiv Gospel  and Freedom 
requirement,  or free elect ive [Pre-requis i tes:  HTH 100 and HTH 101]

Jayakiran Sebast ian

HTH 306 PATHS OF CONSCIENCE TRAVEL SEMINAR

This course wi l l  be an immersive experience into the history of  the resistance to 
s lavery on the part  of  churches and bel ievers.  I t  wi l l  a lso explore the theological 
and moral  resources needed for in it iat ives st i l l  needed to address the effects of 
s lavery on our moral  sensibi l i ty  today.  We wi l l  travel  together from Phi ladelphia 
to the Eastern Shore to Washington DC to Harpers Ferry to Gettysburg v is i t ing 
s i tes in the struggle.  MDiv Gospel  and Freedom requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL 
Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or free elect ive [Pre-requis i tes:  HTH 100 and HTH 101] 
L imited to 11 students.

Maria Er l ing

HTH 307 RELIGIONS, VIOLENCE, AND PEACEBUILDING

This course provides students with tools to understand,  prevent ,  and mit igate 
the ways rel ig ions produce or reinforce patterns of  systemic v iolence,  and wi l l 
of fer students resources to strengthen pract ices that promote peacebui lding in 
congregat ions,  agencies,  and communit ies.  The primary approach in the course 
wi l l  be histor ical ,  but pract ical  discussions with rel ig ious leaders and v is i ts  to 
agencies committed to rel ig ious peacebui lding wi l l  be components of  the course 
as wel l .  [Pre-requis i tes:  HTH 100 and HTH 101] Fulf i l ls  MDiv Gospel  and Freedom 
requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or free elect ive 

Jon Pahl 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 308 MARRIAGE, FAMILY AND SEXUAL RENUNCIATION IN CHRISTIAN 
HISTORY

This course wi l l  explore Christ ian att i tudes toward marr iage,  domest ic  l i fe , 
and sexual  renunciat ion from the early  church through the Reformation era. 
Today,  the family  and human sexual i ty  are frequently  at  the center of  Christ ian 
ref lect ion,  concern,  and controversy;  students wi l l  gain new insight into present 
quest ions and discussions by learning about the diversity  and development 
of  Christ ian ideas and pract ices over history.  MDiv Gospel  and Freedom 
requirement,  or free elect ive.  [Prerequis i te:  Dynamic Faith of  the Church]

Vincent Evener 

HTH 310 BONHOEFFER SEMINAR

An integrat ive seminar relat ing theological  discourse to the publ ic  arena,  focusing 
on the l i fe and work of  Dietr ich Bonhoeffer .  The publ ic  aspect of  the var ious 
discipl ines—history ,  Bible ,  theology,  ministry—wil l  be related to issues ar is ing 
from the analysis  of  the contemporary publ ic  s i tuat ion.  MDiv Gospel  and Freedom 
requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or free elect ive.  [For 
those in their  last  ful l  year of  coursework]

Kat ie Day 

HTH 315 CONTEMPORARY LUTHERAN THEOLOGY

This course explores a var iety of  contemporary Lutheran theologies.  The course ’s 
pr imary purpose is  to assist  you in drawing upon the r ichness of  Lutheran 
thought for your own theological  and minister ia l  pract ice.  MDiv Gospel  and 
Freedom requirement,  or free elect ive.  [Prerequis i te:  Creat ion,  S in,  and New 
Creat ion]

John Hoffmeyer

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 316 MODERN ANGLICAN THEOLOGY 

This course offers an introduct ion to a select ion of  s igni f icant Angl ican writers 
from the eighteenth century to the present.  Although most of  the writers are 
from the Church of  England,  Angl icans from elsewhere in the Communion are also 
included.  A range of  types of  writ ing and of  theological  tradit ions wi l l  be included, 
i l lustrat ing the diversity  of  Angl icanism. Some weeks wi l l  focus on one part icular 
writer ,  whi le others wi l l  focus on a topic ,  with reference to more than one 
writer .  The course should be of  part icular value to Episcopal  and other Angl ican 
students,  enabl ing them to understand the range of  tradit ions within their 
tradit ion,  and the arguments and tensions that have character ized i t .  Special 
attent ion wi l l  be given to the task of  teaching Angl ican theology and forming 
Angl ican ident ity  in the contemporary parish.  Readings wi l l  include,  but not be 
l imited to,  works by Michael  Ramsey,  C.S.  Lewis ,  John Mi lbank,  Kathryn Tanner, 
Kate Sonderegger,  and Sarah Coakley.  [Prerequis i tes:  HTH 100 and HTH 101] MDiv 
Gospel  and Freedom requirement,  or free elect ive;  required for Angl ican Studies 
students

Kara Slade

PRAX 100 WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY 

This course aims to equip leaders to prepare worship within and with a 
community ,  drawing on the r ichness of  the church’s  tradit ions and of  the 
community ’s  g i f tedness and context .  Br inging together fruits  of  bibl ical 
study,  church history ,  ecumenical  theological  considerat ion (especial ly  of 
the sacraments) ,  and pastoral  care,  i t  a lso draws on discipl ines ranging from 
anthropology to neuropsychology.  Students wi l l  both prepare corporate worship 
appropriate to their  own tradit ion,  and pract ice leading i t .  MDiv Worship 
requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Scott  Ickert ,  J .  Barr ington Bates

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 104 WORSHIP IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN TRADITION 

This course explores the histor ical ,  theological  and Bibl ical  basis of  worship 
in the Afr ican American tradit ion,  from slave narrat ives to contemporary 
experiences.  I t  further analyzes the development of  worship sty les from various 
church tradit ions with deep history ,  explor ing the var ious forms of  worship,  and 
the planning for worship services to address the needs of  an un-churched society 
wi l l  be a part  of  this  course.  Var ious l i turgies of  worship and special  worship 
services ( funerals ,  weddings,  bapt ism, and communion) common in the l i fe of 
the Afr ican American church wi l l  be examined,  discussed and experienced.  MDiv 
Worship requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Wayne Croft

PRAX 110 PASTORAL THEOLOGY

An introduct ion to the foundations of  pastoral  theology,  formation,  and care, 
to equip part ic ipants to develop relat ionships of  empathy and compassion with 
those seeking care.  Students wi l l  explore var ious models of  pastoral  theology, 
and how they inform pastoral  and community care.  Students wi l l  develop a 
framework for understanding their  own personal  and pastoral  formation,  using 
the tools of  fami ly  systems,  narrat ive theory,  and psychodynamic psychology. 
Through engagement with dynamic pastoral  cases,  students wi l l  develop the 
abi l i ty  to engage in pastoral  assessment,  analys is ,  and develop a plan of  care. 
Attent ion wi l l  be given to professional  ethics ,  gr ief  & loss,  health & i l lness,  making 
appropriate referrals ,  and the spir i tual  importance of  sel f -care and boundaries. 
Through in v ivo pract ice,  students wi l l  cont inue to develop their  pastoral 
presence,  through prayer ,  empathy,  l istening,  assert ion,  and problem solv ing 
ski l ls ,  in order to respond in common pastoral ,  sacramental ,  and cr is is  s i tuat ions. 
MDiv Pastoral  Theology requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Storm Swain

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 120 CHURCH IN SOCIETY 

The complex relat ionship between rel ig ion and society has re-emerged as a 
cr i t ical ,  sometimes volat i le ,  social  dynamic global ly  as wel l  as in the North 
American context .  This course wi l l  lay the foundations for a cr i t ical  understanding 
of  this  relat ionship from the perspect ive of  the Christ ian fa i th.  Drawing on 
theological ,  sociological  and histor ical  sources,  students wi l l  become famil iar  with 
di f ferent approaches of  looking at  the engagement of  church and society .   The 
complex relat ionships between the church and cultural  contexts ,  government and 
pol i t ics wi l l  be explored as the basis for doing publ ic  theology at  local ,  nat ional 
and global  levels .  MDiv Church & Society requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic 
Theology opt ion,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Kat ie Day

PRAX 123 RURAL AND SMALL CHURCH MINISTRY 

Seventy-one per cent (71%) of  a l l  congregat ions in the United States have fewer 
than 100 people in average weekly attendance (63% in ELCA) .  Forty-four per 
cent (44%) of  a l l  congregat ions are in rural  or smal l  town sett ings (47% in ELCA) . 
Explore your react ion to social  change,  conf l ict ,  community patterns,  and mission 
in rural  places and smal l  churches,  including Appalachia and other regions.  Whi le 
readings,  presentat ions and discussions frame the course,  there are opt ions 
for ethnographic f ie ld research in a sett ing you choose.  MDiv Church in Society 
requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free 
elect ive

Gi lson Waldkoenig

PRAX 124 FAITH-BASED COMMUNITY ORGANIZING

Course descr ipt ion forthcoming.  MDiv Church in Society requirement,  or MA/
MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Linda Noonan

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 127 APPALACHIAN CHURCH IN SOCIETY

Get ready for chal lenges in ministry ,  through a c lose look at  church,  society and 
ecology in Appalachia.  A region r ich in cultural  histor ies and stunning landscape, 
Appalachia has also been traumatized by environmental  damage,  economic 
and racia l  inequal i ty ,  opioid epidemic and other problems.  The intensive week 
includes tradit ional  c lasses and immersion tr ips to Appalachian communit ies. 
Assigned readings and presentat ions introduce methods for community analysis 
and the roots of  environmental  and social  problems.  Conversat ions with 
mission leaders probe resi l ience of  church and Spir i t .  MDiv Church in Society 
requirement,  or MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free 
elect ive

Gi lson Waldkoenig

PRAX 130 PREACHING THE GOSPEL 

Preaching in the 21st Century is  an introduct ion to the theology,  methods,  and 
pract ice of  the oral  communicat ion of  the gospel .  This course provides a general 
introduct ion to the task of  preaching.  Students wi l l  d ist inguish and analyze:  1)  the 
place of  preaching in the context of  the worshipping assembly;  2)  the theological 
work of  preaching as part  of  the pract ice of  Christ ian ministry ;  and 3)  the 
techniques and methodologies that var ious preachers use in the preparat ion and 
del ivery of  sermons.  MDiv Preaching the Gospel  requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or 
free elect ive

Karyn Wiseman, C.  David Reese

PRAX 140 CONGREGATIONAL FORMATION AND EDUCATION FOR A CHANGING CHURCH 

Students wi l l  demonstrate basic knowledge of  the phi losophy and history of 
Christ ian educat ion,  demonstrate abi l i ty  to analyze,  use and descr ibe educat ional 
resources in their  perspect ive ministr ies ,  and be able to develop pedagogical 
sk i l ls  in teaching chi ldren,  youth and adults in the Christ ian fa i th from their 
var ious denominat ions.  Students wi l l  acquire a knowledge of  their  current 
denominat ional  curr iculum surrounding Sunday school ,  f i rst  communion, 
conf irmation,  bapt ism, adult  catechumenate,  and age-appropriate Bible study. 
Students wi l l  a lso demonstrate an abi l i ty  to use media,  technology and the arts 
in the del ivery of  Christ ian educat ion.  The f ie ld educat ion placement wi l l  be 
crucial  to achieving these goals .  MDiv Congregat ional  Formation and Educat ion 
requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Charles Leonard

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 144 CERTIFICATE IN CONGREGATIONAL FAITH FORMATION 

The 16-day course in congregat ional  fa i th formation includes hands-on educat ion 
emphasiz ing smal l  groups,  community development and relat ional  ministry 
as a way to engage congregat ions in fa i th formation (a lso known as Christ ian 
Educat ion. )  The days of  c lassroom work include Bibl ical  and theological  training, 
cultural  analys is ,  long range planning,  fami ly  ministry ,  Christ ian Educat ion and 
lots of  how-to strategies.  This course is  scheduled to meet 2 days a month 
from September – Apri l  (Fr iday-Saturday) .  The scope of  this  course is  for fa i th 
formation for chi ldren,  youth and young adults ,  but can be easi ly  used with 
adults .  Registrat ion for the course takes place in the fa l l  semester;  a grade wi l l 
be given at  the c lose of  the spring semester.  MDiv Congregat ion Formation and 
Educat ion requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Chel le Huth

PRAX 310 EQUIPPING THE SAINTS

The focus of  the course is  on preparat ion for the administrat ion of  a 
congregat ion,  part icular ly  the ident i f icat ion of  shared leadership with la i ty  for 
evangel ism, stewardship,  and program planning,  execut ion and evaluat ion. 
Pastoral  responsibi l i t ies for pr ior i ty  sett ing,  church and personal  f inances,  and 
ident i f icat ion of  sk i l ls  among the la i ty  are emphasized.  MDiv Equipping the Saints 
requirement,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Charles Leonard

PRAX 410 MISSIONAL EVANGELISM: CREATIVITY IN CONTEXT 

This course explores a var iety of  current pract ical  approaches to engage 
in mission and evangel ism. Speci f ic  focus wi l l  go to interact ion of  church 
communit ies with people not current ly  part ic ipat ing in a fa i th community .  Classes 
wi l l  be interact ive,  invit ing creat iv i ty  and adaption of  techniques for use in 
diverse contexts.  Free Elect ive

Jennifer Hope-Tr ingal i  with Gi l  Waldkoenig

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED



65

ULS ACADEMIC CATALOG 2018-2019
C

O
P

YR
IG

H
T 

©
 2

01
8 

U
N

IT
ED

 L
U

TH
ER

A
N

 S
EM

IN
A

R
Y 

| 
G

ET
TY

SB
U

R
G

 +
 P

H
IL

A
D

EL
P

H
IA

PRAX 420 CRITICAL REFLECTION

This course is  an intensive case-based peer-group act ion ref lect ion course for 
students who have a weekly ministry sett ing,  with onsite supervis ion.  The course 
wi l l  foster part ic ipants ’  understanding of  pastoral  ministry as they intent ional ly 
integrate their  praxes of  ministry ,  systematic theology,  and the formation of 
their  personal  and minister ia l  ident i ty ,  responsibi l i ty ,  authority ,  col legia l i ty , 
and accountabi l i ty .  Students wi l l  write weekly pastoral  assessments and make 
regular case presentat ions on praxes of  ministry .  This course is  a part ia l 
complet ion of  the degree requirement for the Crit ical  Ref lect ion on Praxes of 
Ministry .  The other parts of  the requirement include ministry placement,  and 
indiv idual  supervis ion,  which needs to be overseen by the Director of  Contextual 
Educat ion.  Please note ELCA,  Episcopal ,  Presbyter ian,  Methodist ,  and some other 
denominat ions require a cert i f ied Cl inical  Pastoral  Educat ion unit .  This course 
does not f i l l  that requirement. )  [Pre-requis i te:  PRAX 110 Pastoral  Theology] . 
L imited to 12 students.

Storm Swain

PRAX 428 ENVIRONMENT, FAITH AND PRAXIS

Environment and God’s outdoor creat iv i ty  are cradles of  fa i th,  thresholds to the 
gospel  of  Christ  Jesus.  Part ic ipants in this  course develop competencies and 
plans to lead ecological  and outdoor ministr ies.  Students choose projects in 
areas such as food & faith;  energy stewardship;  habitat  care;  outdoor spir i tual i ty ; 
or eco- just ice advocacy.  The course provides connect ions from environmental 
history and ecological  theology to inform projects developed by part ic ipants. 
Ful f i l ls  MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion,  or MA/MAPL Praxis opt ion,  or free 
elect ive

Gi lson Waldkoenig

PRAX 431 GOD AND GUNS

An histor ic  and sociological  examinat ion of  guns in American society—bel iefs , 
pract ices,  “gun cultures, ”  and gun v iolence.  Theological  and ethical  perspect ives 
on considerat ion of  gun pol ic ies is  a lso explored.  MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology 
opt ion,  or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Kat ie Day

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 451 PREACHING JOHN

The Gospel  of  John presents a very di f ferent portrait  of  Jesus when compared to 
i ts  counterparts.  As a result ,  i ts  role in the imaginat ion of  the church’s  preaching 
has been supplementary to the three-year lect ionary preaching cycle that favors 
the Synoptic Gospels .  This course focuses on the narrat ive integrity  of  the 
Fourth Gospel ,  i ts  speci f ic  theological  c la ims,  and the part icular ways in which i t 
interprets the meaning of  the Word made f lesh so that i ts  unique voice might be 
taught and preached with integrity  and faithfulness in the l i fe of  the church.  Free 
elect ive

Karol ine Lewis

PRAX 460 RELATIONSHIPS, MARRIAGE, FAMILY AND CONGREGATION 

Pastoral  care of  persons and congregat ions in the context of  int imate 
relat ionships,  marr iage,  and family .  Pract ical  sk i l ls  wi l l  include pastoral  and 
congregat ional  assessment,  premarita l  preparat ion,  relat ionship counsel ,  and 
cr is is  intervent ion 

with couples and famil ies.  Through up-to-date research,  case studies,  v ideo c l ips , 
and personal  ref lect ion,  students wi l l  gain an understanding of  the developmental 
chal lenges,  fami ly  systems,  and group dynamics as they impact indiv iduals , 

couples,  fami l ies ,  congregat ions,  and the community .  Part ic ipants wi l l  explore 
how rel ig ious and spir i tual  bel iefs ,  values,  and pract ices,  impact pastoral  care and 
the role of  publ ic  theology in a community in cr is is .  MA/MAPL Praxis opt ion,  or 
free elect ive [Pre-requis i te:  PRAX 110 Pastoral  Theology]

Storm Swain

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 467 PREACHING POPULAR MEDIA

A look at  the use of  popular media (movies,  TV shows,  popular/secular music , 
news and current events,  and other media sources)  to augment the preaching 
moment.   The course wi l l  a lso look at  the task of  preaching and the news ( from 
traumatic events to pol i t ical  discourse) .  Addressing the benef i ts ,  possibi l i t ies , 
di f f icult ies ,  and caut ions of  using popular media in the pulpit  wi l l  occur.  Attent ion 
wi l l  be given to the use of  dig i ta l  media in proclaiming the Word.   Creat ion of 
dig i ta l  media projects ,  sermon outl ines with media usage,  sermon PowerPoints , 
and other types of  media projects wi l l  be required.  Students wi l l  be required to 
preach.  MA/MAPL Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive [Pre-requis i te:  PRAX 130s course]

Karyn Wiseman

PRAX 468 LITURGY FOR A NEW DAY

Course descr ipt ion forthcoming.  MA/MAPL Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Karyn Wiseman

PRAX 470 THRIVING, DYING, MERGING, AND EMERGING CONGREGATIONS

This course explores the developmental ,  systemic,  leadership,  and missional 
dynamics of  congregat ions that are beginning,  ending,  and changing.  In case 
studies of  real  l i fe congregat ions we wi l l  ident i fy  possible best pract ices and 
explore what adaptive leadership ski l ls  are to help congregat ions navigate Church 
in today ’s  world.  MA/MAPL Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Karyn Wiseman and Storm Swain

PRAX 481 RACE, GENDER AND SEXUALITY

A focus on the issues of  pastoral  leadership and the var ious ways one’s  race, 
gender and sexual i ty  inf luence indiv idual  leadership sty le and the perception 
of  that leadership sty le by others.  We wi l l  explore each part ic ipant ’s  personal 
g i f ts  and makeup in order to discover how dif ferent sty les of  leadership may be 
benef ic ia l  to them in pastoral  leadership.  MA/MAML/MAPL Publ ic  Theology opt ion, 
or Praxis opt ion,  or free elect ive

Karyn Wiseman Elect ive

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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SPFM 112 THE SAINTS’  GUIDE TO HAPPINESS  

No saint  ever composed a guide to happiness.  In fact  many of  them warned 
against  the temptat ion to reduce the gospel  to a system of techniques or “easy 
steps.”  Yet this  course takes note of  the fact  that those women and men whom 
the church has named “saints”  were indiv iduals who embodied the deepest 
wisdom of Christ ianity .  In general  they were renowned for their  balance and good 
humor,  their  compassion and generosity ,  their  humil i ty  and grat i tude,  their  spir i t 
of  peace and freedom in the face of  obstacles,  and their  abi l i ty  to f ind joy in a l l 
things.  In the end they were not named saints because of  the way they died,  or 
because of  their  v is ions or miraculous deeds,  but because of  their  extraordinary 
capacity  for love and goodness,  which reminded others of  the love of  God.  This 
course looks to these venerable models of  the Christ ian l i fe ,  both ancient and 
modern,  to help minister ia l  candidates develop a moral ly  integrated Christ ian 
spir i tual i ty  and the habit  of  prayer.  Free elect ive;  a lso ful f i l ls  noncredit  Spir i tual 
Formation requirement

John Largen

SPFM 110 AN EXPERIENTIAL INTRODUCTION TO CONTEMPLATIVE CHRISTIAN 
SPIRITUALITY

The 20th century spir i tual  teacher Henri  Nouwen,  writ ing about the l ives of 
publ ic  ministers ,  said that one’s  own int imacy with God in a prayerful  l i fe is 
the very beginning,  source,  and core of  her or his  ministry in the world (The 
Liv ing Reminder) .  This course wi l l  be a didact ic  and experient ia l  introduct ion to 
contemplat ive Christ ian spir i tual i ty  with the aim of  faci l i tat ing both our indiv idual 
growth in int imacy with God and the development of  a resi l ient l i fe of  prayer.  By 
becoming famil iar  with Christ ianity ’s  r ich spir i tual  tradit ion,  and by personal ly 
“experimenting”  with a var iety of  c lassical  prayer-forms and discipl ines,  we each 
can begin to appropriate the church’s  ancient wisdom for our l ives today.  Free 
elect ive;  a lso ful f i l ls  noncredit  Spir i tual  Formation requirement

John Largen

STM/DMIN COURSES
BIB 701 PROPHETS SEMINAR: JEREMIAH 

A study of  selected texts from Jeremiah,  with special  attent ion to exeget ical 
method.  Rigorous seminar format. 

Brooks Schramm

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 703 STM/DMIN JUDGEMENT AND JUSTICE

“ I f  any harm fol lows,  then you shal l  g ive l i fe for l i fe ,  eye for eye,  tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand,  foot for foot ,  burn for burn,  wound for wound,  str ipe for str ipe ” 
(Exodus 21:23-24) .  “ Indeed,  God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world,  but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who 
bel ieve in him are not condemned; but those who do not bel ieve are condemned 
already,  because they have not bel ieved in the name of the only Son of  God” 
( John 3:14-15) .  Scr ipture abounds with images of  judgement and just ice,  images 
that have inspired human imaginat ion and sparked human thinking for centuries.  
In this  course we wi l l  engage deeply with selected scr iptural  depict ions of 
judgement and just ice and discuss how they support or problematize current 
theologies of  atonement and systems of  cr iminal  and c iv i l  just ice.

Al l ison deForest

BIB 704 THE PSALTER AND THE LIFE OF FAITH

This course engages the Psalms as the pr imal  language of  Jewish and Christ ian 
prayer ,  devot ion,  and piety ,  both corporate and personal .  In this  manner,  the 
course is  conceived as a languagecourse:  an encounter with the vocabulary , 
phraseology,  and pecul iar  id iom of the Psalms as they have been bequeathed 
to synagogue and church by ancient Israel .  Perspect ives from the areas of 
theological  anthropology,  systematic theology,  pastoral  theology,  and l i turgics 
(both Christ ian and Jewish)  are regular ly  incorporated into the course.

Brooks Schramm

BIB 710 LOVE OF GOD: SONG OF SONGS

The history of  interpretat ion of  the Song of  Songs is  long and complex,  as this 
smal l  col lect ion of  poems has generated more commentaries than any other 
bibl ical  book,  except for the Psalter and Genesis .  In the modern period,  the book 
has raised di f f icult  problems for cr i t ical  interpreters ,  and i t  is  not uncommon to 
hear the quest ion:  is  Song of  Songs the least  bibl ical  or the most bibl ical  book in 
the Bible? This course leads students to an encounter with the Song through the 
eyes of  selected Jewish and Christ ian commentators and seeks to demonstrate 
the central i ty  of  “ the love of  God” for both tradit ions.

Brooks Schramm

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 755 ACTS: THE EARLY CHURCH AND THE CHURCH TODAY

This course wi l l  provide a survey of  the book of  Acts.  Whi le invest igat ing issues 
of  background,  history ,  translat ion of  the Greek,  and the l ike,  students wi l l  a lso 
consider how the issues faced by the early  Church can inform the issues faced 
by the Church today and promote fa ithful  pract ice.  Possible topics include issues 
of  bibl ical  interpretat ion,  decis ion making,  stewardship,  mission,  Jewish-Christ ian 
relat ions,  and the pract ice of  piety and spir i tual i ty .

Mark Vita l is  Hoffman

BIB 757 PAUL, WOMEN, AND THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE 

The Paul ine Epist les g ive us some of  the best evidence we have of  women’s act ive 
part ic ipat ion in the ministry of  the early  church.  They also contain some of  the 
most restr ict ive statements in the Bible about women’s speech and leadership. 
This course wi l l  explore this tension and the relevance of  these passages for 
the histor ical  study of  women in the early  church and for Christ ian l i fe and 
ministry today.  Discussion of  the Paul ine Epist les wi l l  a lso serve as an avenue into 
explor ing what we mean when we say the Bible has authority .  How do we as 21st 
century Christ ians fa i thful ly  and responsibly interpret these ancient documents 
as Scr ipture?

Jennifer McNeel

BIB 761 ROMANS

In this  course we wi l l  walk through this ,  Paul ’s  most systematic letter ,  in detai l 
d iscussing Paul ’s  context ,  rhetorical  strategies,  his  Old Testament exegesis and 
how these help us and his f i rst  readers understand the good news “power of  God 
for salvat ion to everyone who has fa i th,  to the Jew f irst  and also to the Greek 
(Roman 1:16) . ”  We wi l l  take this opportunity to examine this essentia l  epist le 
through a var iety of  21st Century lenses to see c learer i ts  meaning and purpose 
for us today.  Assignments wi l l  include weekly onl ine discussion of  the text ,  an 
exeget ical  paper on a passage of  the student ’s  choice and a project  for use in a 
ministry sett ing.

Al l ison deForest

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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BIB 772 NEGLECTED APOSTLES: PETER AND JAMES

Though Paul  referred to them as “pi l lars”  (Gal  2:9) ,  Peter and James the Just  have 
taken second place to the apost le to the gent i les ,  at  least  as far as the letters 
attr ibuted to them are concerned.  Mart in Luther famously quest ioned the status 
of  the Epist le of  James alongside the Gospels and the letters of  Paul .  In this 
course students wi l l  ask what can be known about the histor ical  Peter and James, 
explore what has been said of  them by church tradit ion,  and careful ly  examine 
the canonical  writ ings bearing their  names.  Topics for study and discussion 
wi l l  include histor ic i ty  and canonic ity ,  fa i th and works,  apocalypt ic ism, and the 
relat ionship between Jewish and Genti le Christ ianity  in the f irst  and second 
centuries AD.

Joshua Yoder

PRAX 778 ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY

Global  and local  environmental  troubles prompt cr i t ical  reconsiderat ion of  habits 
and tradit ions,  and in recent decades,  scholar ly  “environmental  history”  and 
“ecological  hermeneutics”  emerged.  Inspired by those methods,  this  course re-
reads history of  Christ ianity  in eco-theological  perspect ive,  seeking precedents 
and cr i t ical  insight for the church’s  contemporary response to environmental 
cr is is .  The course is  onl ine and organized in weekly units featuring a-synchronous 
act iv i t ies (presentat ions,  media and discussion boards) .  A required research 
project  happens with a choice of  synchronous or a-synchronous opt ions.  [Open 
to senior f i rst-degree students by permission;  free elect ive]

Gi lson Waldkoenig

DMIN COLLEGIAL SEMINAR

A seminar for DMin students that provides for col legia l  conversat ions around 
problems and issues in ministry based upon case studies,  including the role of 
publ ic  theology and ministry .

Mart in Zimmann

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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DMIN COL1 DMIN COLLOQUIUM 1 (NON-CREDIT)

Col loquium I  is  a non-credit  requirement that introduces students to the goals 
and requirements of  the DMin program, including the development of  indiv idual 
Student Learning Goals .  Students wi l l  be or iented to the expectat ions and 
opportunit ies of  academic study in bibl ical  studies and theology for the pract ice 
of  ministry

Al l ison deForest et  a l .

DMIN COL2 DMIN COLLOQUIUM 2 (NON-CREDIT)

Col loquium I I  is  a non-credit  requirement for DMin students who have achieved 
candidacy and are ready to engage in their  f inal  doctoral  projects.  Students wi l l 
be introduced to the development of  the DMin Project  Proposal ,  methodologies 
and expectat ions for research,  as wel l  as the project  review process.

Al l ison deForest et  a l .

HTH 702 FAITH AND FILM

According to some observers,  f i lm and media is  rel ig ion in America;  seeing is 
bel iev ing.  Many people spend much more t ime engaged with media than with a 
local  congregat ion or agency.  At  the least ,  f i lms interact  with fa i th tradit ions to 
represent ,  expose,  cr i t ique,  extol ,  and shape them. In this  course,  we wi l l  study 
the interact ions between movies and televis ion and rel ig ions in the United States, 
from the early  twentieth-century to the present ,  br inging to bear tools from the 
discipl ines of  cultural  studies,  history ,  and theology,  among others,  with a focus 
on engaging media (especial ly  f i lm and televis ion)  in congregat ional  ministry 
and publ ic  theology.  Viewing of  5-7 f i lms wi l l  be accompanied by c lose readings 
and discussions of  each of  them, in conjunct ion with key secondary sources and 
reviews.

Jon Pahl

HTH 710 SPIRITUALITY IN THE MEDIEVAL TRADITION (TENTATIVELY 
SCHEDULED)

Course descr ipt ion forthcoming.

Phi l ip Krey

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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HTH 715 CONTEMPORARY LUTHERAN THEOLOGY

This course explores a var iety of  contemporary Lutheran theologies.  The course ’s 
pr imary purpose is  to assist  you in drawing upon the r ichness of  Lutheran 
thought for your own theological  and minister ia l  pract ice.

John Hoffmeyer

HTH 720 ISLAM: BELIEFS,  CULTURE, AND CONTACTS 

This course wi l l  equip indiv iduals with competencies for Interfaith engagement 
with Is lamic fa i th and culture.  Students wi l l  be provided ski l ls  and knowledge that 
wi l l  increase understanding and improve dialogue with the Is lamic community . 
Topics wi l l  include:  the or ig ins and bel iefs of  Is lam; the Qur ’an;  Is lam in history , 
part icular ly  i ts  encounters with Christ ianity ;  and Is lam today.  Students wi l l  be 
encouraged to embrace the diversity  of  rel ig ious tradit ions and contr ibute 
towards comfortable engagement whi le acknowledging and appreciat ing the 
dist inct iveness of  the other rel ig ious tradit ion.  This course wi l l  be offered as 
a Phi ladelphia Intensive with pre-readings and onl ine engagement and with 
fol low up assignments.  [Open to senior f i rst-degree students by permission;  free 
elect ive]

Roger Al len and Noah Hepler

HTH 721 THEOLOGIES OF RELIGIONS

This graduate seminar is  a study of  contemporary theologies of  rel ig ions 
and an explorat ion of  the place of  world ’s  rel ig ions in one’s  theology.  After 
an introduct ion to our contemporary s i tuat ion of  rel ig ious plural ism and the 
s ignif icance of  interrel ig ious dialogue in Christ ian discussions,  some prominent 
models or theological  proposals for responding to rel ig ious plural i ty  wi l l  be 
examined.  We wi l l  be addressing a range of  theological  (  and pract ical )  issues 
that may require considerable amount of  reading and ref lect ion.  Students are 
invited to select  a theologian or theological  topic for an in depth analysis  and 
presentat ion in c lass.  Our pr imary focus is  on “Christ ian theologies of  rel ig ions” 
though perspect ives from other rel ig ious tradit ions are not excluded.

Paul  Rajashekar

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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PRAX 715 MILITARY CULTURE AND PASTORAL CARE FOR ACTIVE DUTY, 
VETERANS, AND FAMILY MEMBERS 

Mil i tary service is  by i ts  very nature inherently  stressful .  During periods of 
act ive conf l ict ,  as during the recent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,  many Armed 
Service members and their  fami l ies were exposed to s igni f icant trauma along 
with mult iple deployments.  These mi l i tary experiences and their  associated 
physical ,  psychological ,  socia l ,  and spir i tual  consequences often fol low mi l i tary 
members and their  fami l ies into their  post-service l i fe .   The personal  and family 
chal lenges associated with reintegrat ion into c iv i l ian l i fe are important r isk 
factors for mental  health problems and may lead to stressful  personal  and family 
relat ionships.  Moreover,  for the mi l i tary members,  the Veteran,  and for their 
fami ly  members,  the st igma and shame often associated with mental  health 
issues,  especial ly  in the mi l i tary ,  may lead to profound suffer ing,  sometimes 
persist ing for a l i fet ime and frequently  transmitted across generat ions.   Clergy 
are on the front l ines of  this  problem as they administer to their  congregants. 
Service members and Veterans frequently  use chaplains in the armed services 
for their  counsel ing needs.  Thus in the c iv i l ian world pastors become the f irst 
responders to Veterans in cr is is .  This course wi l l  focus on the unique cultural 
factors associated with mi l i tary service.    The course wi l l  provide an introduct ion 
to mi l i tary culture and the impact of  mi l i tary l i fe on the family .   Topics including 
stressors speci f ical ly  related to mi l i tary dut ies and service l i fe ,  reintegrat ion, 
gr ief  and bereavement,  suic ide prevention,  moral  in jury ,  mi l i tary sexual  trauma, 
post-traumatic stress,  traumatic brain injury ,  and intergenerat ional  trauma wi l l  be 
examined through the lens of  the impact of  mi l i tary culture and experiences and 
pastoral  care.  Course content wi l l  include mult imedia materia l  –  v ideos,  podcasts , 
news art ic les and research art ic les.  [Open to f irst-degree students by permission; 
free elect ive]

Nancy Isserman,  Wi l l  Barnes,  and guest speakers

PRAX 730 FAITH, FINANCES AND PROCLAMATION (TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED)

In this  c lass,  students explore the joy of  preaching around the issue of 
stewardship in a congregat ional  sett ing.  Taking a look at  the bibl ical  basis 
and possible interpretat ions of  fa i thful  g iv ing and how that translates into 
proclamation is  the focus of  this  course,  which is  intended to be a pract ica l 
guide for parish pastors and those intending to enter congregat ional  ministr ies.

Angela Zimmann 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CONTINUED
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LIBR ARY
Students have access to a vast  amount of  pr int  and onl ine resources through the 
col laborat ion of  the A.R.  Wentz L ibrary in Gettysburg,  PA,  the Krauth Memorial 
L ibrary in Phi ladelphia,  PA,  and the Lineberger L ibrary in Columbia,  SC.  T

he integrated computer system provides access to over 500,000 i tems in these 
three l ibrar ies;  mi l l ions of  i tems are accessible through nat ional  and global  inter-
l ibrary lending.  Wentz and Krauth l ibrar ies also house s ignif icant archives from 
the Seminary and i ts  predecessors,  as wel l  as archives of  support ing synods and 
their  predecessors. 

This r ich treasure trove of historical  material  is  avai lable to students and 
researchers. 

LIBRARY
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Information technology is  an integral  part  of  the Seminary ’s  mission and plays 
a key role in theological  educat ion.  Voice,  data and v ideo appl icat ions are 
important in support ing the operat ions of  the Seminary including the l ibrar ies, 
c lassrooms,  off ices,  and residentia l  areas.  Al l  courses feature Residentia l  Course 
Websites as a way of  enhancing the learning experience.  Through personal 
computers with internet capabi l i ty  and from on-campus locat ions,  students have 
onl ine access to course materia ls  and assignments.

Successful  seminary students wi l l  possess wel l -honed computer ski l ls ,  including 
word processing,  accessing Seminary e-mai l  accounts,  and part ic ipat ing in 
synchronous and asynchronous onl ine col laborat ions.

I f  you have questions about or problems concerning Information Technology at 
the Seminary please email  ITHelp@ULS.edu. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION
The foundation for spir i tual  formation at  United Lutheran Seminary is  corporate 
worship.  When the community gathers for worship,  students and their  fami l ies , 
faculty  and staff  br ing everything they have – their  stor ies and hopes,  intent ions 
and fears,  tr iumphs and l imitat ions,  their  minds,  hearts ,  and hands – to be 
addressed by God.

At worship,  God transforms God’s people by the Word and Spir i t  and sends them 
out for the l i fe of  the world.  That transformation and mission is  what seminary 
is  about,  and the ult imate aim of  curr iculum and community .  Chapel  schedules 
on each campus vary by season,  but typical ly  include an opportunity to gather 
Tuesday through Fr iday.  The Seminary ’s  corporate worship uses a wide range of 
sett ings,  forms and sty les ,  and many churchwide and internat ional  guests connect 
the global  scope of  the fa i th to the Seminary ’s  spir i tual  l i fe .  Students,  faculty ,  and 
staff  are al l  inv ited to lead the community in worship.

Spir i tual  formation gradual ly  takes place in each of  us and in al l  of  us together 
over t ime in many ways in many places – in c lassroom study,  prayers and 
indiv idual  devot ions,  f ie ld educat ion,  smal l  groups,  retreats ,  and community 
l i fe .  In addit ion to dai ly  chapel  services,  i t  is  common to f ind students meeting 
for Bible study,  lect io div ina,  evening prayer ,  or personal  devot ional  t ime 
in dedicated spaces on both campuses,  through meditat ion,  art ,  journal ing, 
center ing prayer ,  or other tradit ional  and creat ive forms of  spir i tual  pract ice.  Al l 
members of  the community on both campuses are encouraged to part ic ipate in 
offer ings for intent ional  spir i tual  formation. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION
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STUDENT BODY
The Student Body is  made up of  a l l  f i rst-degree students enrol led at 
United Lutheran Seminary.  Students wi l l  e lect  execut ive off icers and class 
representat ives to serve on Student Body Execut ive Counci l  and Campus Counci l . 

Through this organizat ion,  students organize detai ls  of  l i fe together and care 
for such issues that may ar ise in the seminary community .  The Student Body 
str ives to bui ld community ,  advocate and represent the concerns and interests of 
students and help sustain future leaders of  church. 

STUDENT BODY
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LIFELONG LEARNING
The l i fe of  fa i th includes a l i fet ime of  learning about var ious theological 
disc ipl ines,  the issues in the world,  and the interact ion among them. The 
Seminary offers mult iple noncredit  opportunit ies for church leaders and la i ty  to 
gather for l i fe long learning,  from occasional  lectures and events on the campuses 
to sustained engagement in study and discussion. 

Certif icates of study may be awarded after completion of a curriculum in 
a part icular area of interest.  Programs offering noncredit  study leading to 
cert i f icates in 2018-19 include the fol lowing:

•	 UTI Cert i f icate Program in Church Leadership

•	 UTI Cert i f icate Program in Christ ian Ministry

•	 Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies

•	 Cert i f icate in Congregat ional  Faith Formation

•	 Urban Theological  Inst i tute

The UTI offers two non-credit  cert i f icate programs:

•	 UTI Cert i f icate Program in Church Leadership

•	 UTI Cert i f icate Program in Christ ian Ministry

•	 UTI Cert i f icate Program in Christ ian Ministry

The UTI  Cert i f icate Program in Christ ian Ministry is  designed to offer c lasses to 
c lergy and church leaders that wi l l  equip them in the parish and enhance their 
sk i l ls  in Bible study,  church doctr ine,  church history ,  homilet ics ,  and worship. 

A program of the Urban Theological  Inst i tute (UTI )  of  United Lutheran Seminary, 
the program consists of  e ight c lasses over two academic years,  meeting on the 
Phi ladelphia campus.  No bachelor ’s  degree is  required for admission to this 
program.

LIFELONG LEARNING
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UTI CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP

The UTI  Cert i f icate Program in Church Leadership offers c lasses to c lergy and 
church leaders that wi l l  equip them to administer church programs and enhance 
their  sk i l ls  in pastoral  leadership.  A program of the Urban Theological  Inst i tute 
(UTI )  of  United Lutheran Seminary,  the program consists of  e ight c lasses over 
two academic years,  offered at  St .  Paul  Baptist  Church in West Chester ,  PA.  No 
bachelor ’s  degree is  required for admission to this program.

For addit ional  detai ls  and registration information regarding UTI cert i f icate 
studies,  see  https://unitedlutheranseminary.edu/academics/certif icate-
studies/

MORE UTI PROGRAMS

The UTI also offers two public  programs:

•	 Annual  UTI  Lecture (during the fa l l  semester)

•	 Preaching With Power (during the spring semester)

•	 Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies

The Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies is  designed for any person desir ing in depth 
and intensive study of  theology,  bible ,  history and the pract ice of  ministry and for 
those seeking academic components for ELCA Theological  Educat ion for Emerging 
Ministry (TEEM) process under the direct ion of  their  candidacy committee.

CERTIFICATE IN CONGREGATIONAL FAITH FORMATION

The Cert i f icate in Congregat ional  Faith Formation is  designed to equip adults for 
bui lding and leading fa i th formation programming in the congregat ion.  I t  includes 
pract ical  educat ion emphasiz ing smal l  groups,  community development,  and 
relat ional  ministry and is  designed for pastors,  professional  chi ldren-and-youth 
staff ,  volunteers,  
part-t ime leaders,  and anyone passionate for fa i th formation with chi ldren and 
youth.  Topics include Bibl ical  and theological  training,  cultural  analys is ,  long 
range planning,  fami ly  ministry ,  Christ ian Educat ion and lots of  how-to strategies. 
The course meets for two-day sessions each month over eight months,  meeting 
on the Gettysburg campus.

LIFELONG LEARNING CONTINUED
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For  addit ional  detai ls  and registrat ion information concerning noncredit 
cert i f icate studies,  see https://unitedlutheranseminary.edu/academics/
certif icate-studies/

Current information regarding other l i felong learning opportunit ies is  avai lable 
on the Lifelong Learning page of the Seminary website. 

DIRECTORIES
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Chairperson: Peter Boehringer

Vice Chairperson: Cheryl  Wil l iams

Secretary:  Karen Arnold

Treasurer:  Paul Wangerin

DIRECTORIES
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS

Karen Arnold

Bishop Tracie Batholomew

Rev. Peter Boehringer

Rev.  Tedd Cogar

Rev.  Canon Nancy Deming

Bishop James Dunlop

Bishop R.  Guy Erwin

Dr.  Kris Hansen-Kieffer

Dr.  James Lakso

Rev.  Sara Li l ja

Rev.  Craig Arthur Mil ler

Chris Mondics

Rev.  Constance Mentzer

Fred Risser

Dr.  Tommie Robinson Jr .

Mr.  David A.  Russel l

Dr.  Mark K.  Tyler

Mr.  Paul Wangerin

Ms. Cheryl  Wil l iams

THE FACULTY

Mr. Evan Boyd
Library Director and Archiv is t

The Rev.  Dr.  Wayne E.  Croft ,  Sr.
Jeremiah A.  Wright  Sr .  Associate Professor of  Homilet ics  and L i turgics  in Afr ican 

American Studies

The Rev.  Dr.  Katie Day
The Charles  A .  Scheiren Professor of  Church and Society

The Rev.  Dr.  Maria E.  Erl ing
Professor of  Modern Church History and Global  Miss ions

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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Dr. Vincent M. Evener
Instructor of  Luther and Reformation Studies

Dr. Crystal  L.  Hal l
Ass istant  Professor of  Bibl ical  Studies

The Rev.  Dr.  Mark Vital is  Hoffman
Professor of  Bibl ical  Studies

The Rev.  Dr.  John F.  Hoffmeyer
Associate Professor of  Systematic  Theology

The Rev.  Dr.  Krist in Johnston Largen
Professor of  Systematic  Theology

The Rev.  Dr.  Charles R.  Leonard
Associate Professor of  Pract ical  Theology and Director of  F ie ld Formation

Dr. Jon Pahl
Peter  Paul  and El izabeth Hagan Professor in the History of  Chr ist iani ty

The Rev.  Dr.  J .  Paul  Rajashekar
Luther D.  Reed Professor of  Systematic  Theology

The Rev.  Dr.  Quintin L.  Robertson
Instructor and Director of  Urban Theological  Inst i tute

The Rev.  Dr.  Brooks Schramm
Kraft  Professor of  Bibl ical  Studies

The Rev.  Dr.  J .  Jayakiran Sebastian
Dean and H.  George Anderson Professor of  Miss ion and Cultures

The Rev.  Dr.  Storm Swain
Associate Professor of  Pastoral  Care and Theology and Director of  Angl ican Studies 

(supported by the Fredr ick Houk Borsch Chair  in Angl ican Studies )

The Rev.  Dr.  Gi lson A.  C.  Waldkoenig
Paulssen-Hale-Maurer Professor of  Church in Society  and Director of  Town and 

Country Church Inst i tute

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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The Rev.  Dr.  Karyn L.  Wiseman
Associate Professor of  Homilet ics  (supported by the Herman G.  Stuempfle  Chair  of 

Proclamation of  the Word)

ADJUNCT FACULTY 

FALL 2018

The Rev.  Dr.  James Pol lard

The Rev.  Dr.  Jennifer McNeel

The Rev.  Dr.  Robert Robinson -  Professor Emeritus in Old Testament and 
Hebrew

The Rev.  Dr.  Phi l ip Krey -  Ministerium of New York Professor Emeritus,  Early Church History

The Rev.  Dr.  Kara Slade

The Rev.  Dr.  Scott  Ickert

The Rev.  Dr.  J .  Barrington Bates

Chel le Huth,  Deacon ELCA

The Rev.  Jennifer Hope-Tringal i

Dr.  Nancy Isserman

Dr.  Wil l  Barnes

The Rev.  Dr.  Martin Zimmann

The Rev.  Dr.  John Largen

JANUARY TERM 2019

Dr. Roger Al len

The Rev.  Noah Hepler

The Rev.  Dr.  Joshua Yoder

The Rev.  Dr.  Karri  Whipple

The Rev.  David Reese

The Rev.  Dr.  Karol ine Lewis

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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PROFESSORS EMERITI

Mr. Donald Matthews,  M.L.S.
1966-1991
Librar ian Emeri tus ;  Professor Emeri tus of  Bibl iography

The Rev.  Darold Beekmann, D.D.
1990-2000 
Pres ident  Emeri tus of  the Seminary

The Rev.  Robert G.  Hughes,  Ph.D. 
1972-2002
St .  John Professor Emeri tus ,  Homilet ics

Dr. Norma Schweitzer Wood, M.A.R. ,  D.Min.
1972-2003
Dean Emeri ta;  Professor Emeri ta of  Pastoral  Counsel ing and Interpersonal  Ministr ies

The Rev.  J .  Paul  Balas,  M.Ed. ,  Ph.D.
1989-2003
Professor Emeri tus of  Pastoral  Theology

The Rev.  Gordon W. Lathrop, Th.D.
1984-2004
Charles  A .  Schieren Professor Emeri tus ,  L i turgy

The Rev.  Gerald Christ ianson, Ph.D.
1967-2008
Central  Pennsylvania Synod Professor of  Church History ,  Emeri tus

The Rev.  Margaret A.  Krych,  Ph.D. 
1977-2008
Charles  F .  Norton Professor Emeri ta ,  Chr ist ian Educat ion and Theology

The Rev.  Wil l iam Avery,  D.Min.
1983-2009
Professor Emeri tus of  F ie ld Educat ion and The Arthur L .  Larson Professor Emeri tus of 

Stewardship and Parish Ministry

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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The Rev.  Richard N. Stewart.  D.Min.
1994-2012
Associate Professor Emeri tus ,  Communicat ions and Parish Administrat ion

The Rev.  Nelson Strobert ,  Ph.D.
1987-2013
Professor Emeri tus of  Chr ist ian Educat ion in the Paulssen-Hale Chair  of  Church and 

Society

The Rev.  Robin D. Matt ison,  Ph.D.
1989-2013
Associate Professor Emeri ta ,  New Testament and Greek

The Rev.  Timothy J .  Wengert ,  Ph.D.
1989-2013
Minister ium of  Pennsylvania Emeri tus Professor ,  Church History

The Rev.  Phi l ip D.W. Krey,  Ph.D.
1990-2015
Minister ium of  New York Professor Emeri tus ,  Ear ly  Church History

The Rev.  Karl  Krueger,  Ph.D.
1999-2016
Director Emeri tus of  the Krauth Memorial  L ibrary and Associate Professor Emeri tus , 

History of  Chr ist iani ty

The Rev.  Stephen P.  Folkemer,  Ph.D.
1979-2017
Professor Emeri tus of  Church Music  and Cantor

The Rev.  Robert B.  Robinson, Ph.D.
1989-2017
Anna C.  Burkhalter  Professor Emeri tus in Old Testament and Hebrew

Erik M. Heen
1996-2017
John H.  P.  Reumann Professor Emeri tus in Bibl ical  Studies

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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The Rev.  Michael  L.  Cooper-White,  DD
2000-2017
Pres ident  Emeri tus of  the Seminary

The Rev.  Leonard M. Hummel,  Ph.D.
2005-2017
Professor Emeri tus of  Pastoral  Theology

The Rev.  Marty E.  Stevens,  Ph.D.
2006-2017
Professor Emeri ta of  Old Testament and Stewardship

The Rev.  Dr.  Mark W. Oldenburg
1986-2018
Steck-Mi l ler  Professor Emeri tus of  Worship

DIRECTORIES CONTINUED
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CAMPUS MAPS 

CAMPUS MAPS
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR
13 SESSIONS, 2 WEEKS BREAK

Each c lass must make up one session each semester using alternat ive 
instruct ional  methods.
Some classes may have to make up an addit ional  session each semester
Weeklong break at Thanksgiving  (Mon-Sat)  and at Easter (Wed-Tues) 
Weeklong break for Reading Week  (Mon-Sat)

SUMMER 2018 

May 29 – June 1  Asian Theological  Summer Inst i tute
June 4–22  Summer Intensive c lasses 
June 11–14 DMin Col loquium I  and I I
July 4  Independence Day;  seminary c losed 
July 8–14  Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies courses
July 9–13  Summer Inst i tute 
July 20–28  TEY/Li fe long Learning 
July 22–28  TEA (Lay School) 
August 6–24  Language of  the Early  Church course 
August 20–24 August intensive c lasses 
August 20–24 Distr ibuted Learning program orientat ion (Phi ladelphia,  evening)
August 22–29  PhD comprehensive examinat ions 
August 24–25  Orientat ion

FALL SEMESTER 2018 

August 27  Fal l  semester c lasses begin 

September 3  Labor Day;  no c lasses (must be made up during semester) 

September 5–8  Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies course (Gettysburg) 

September 11  End of  drop/add period 

September 18  UTI  annual  lecture and worship 

September 25–26  Board of  Trustees meeting

October 8–13  Reading Week;  no regular ly  scheduled c lasses 

AVAILABLE FOR INTENSIVE/HYBRID CLASSES 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
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SENIOR APPROVAL AND ENDORSEMENT PANELS AS SCHEDULED 

October 8  Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries workshop (Gettysburg) 
October 13  Healthy Minister ia l  Boundaries workshop (Phi ladelphia)
October 17  Midterm of Fal l  semester/Deadl ine for withdrawal  from courses with 
prorated tuit ion refund 
October 19–20  The Weekend (Gettysburg) 
October 26  Fal l  semester T i t le IV loan proceeds ful ly  earned by student (no 
return owed in case of  withdrawal) 
October 27  Luther Bowl 
October 31  Luther Col loquy (Gettysburg) ;  no c lasses either campus
November 5 Registrat ion opens for Spring semester 
November 19–23 Thanksgiv ing recess;  no c lasses (off ices c lose at  3:00 on 21st)
November 22–23  Seminary c losed 
December 12  Fal l  semester c lasses end 
December 13–14  Exam days;  make-up days;  as scheduled through Registrar 
December 22–31  Christmas break;  seminary c losed (off ices c lose at  3:00 on 21st)

JANUARY TERM 2019 

January 1  New Year ’s  Day;  seminary c losed 

January 2–25  January term classes 

January 2–5  Cert i f icate in Theological  Studies course (Gettysburg) 

January 21  Mart in Luther King,  J r .  Day;  no c lasses;  seminary c losed

January 28 Anti-Racism workshop (Phi ladelphia) 

January 29  Ant i -Racism workshop (Gettysburg) 

January 29–30  Board of  Trustees meeting

SPRING SEMESTER 2019 

January 30  Spring semester c lasses begin 

February 14  End of  drop/add period 

February 15–16  The Weekend (Phi ladelphia) 

March 10–14  Preaching with Power (Phi ladelphia)

March 15 Midterm of Spring semester/Deadl ine for withdrawal  from courses with 
prorated tuit ion refund 

March 18–23  Reading Week;  no regular ly  scheduled c lasses 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR CONTINUED
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INTENSIVE COURSES/HYBRID COURSES 

April  2  Spring semester T i t le IV loan proceeds ful ly  earned by student (no return 
owed in case of  withdrawal) 
April  5–6  The Weekend (Gettysburg)
April  16–22  Easter Break;  no c lasses 
May 14  Spring semester c lasses end 
May 15–16  Exam days;  make-up days as scheduled through Registrar 
May 17  Commencement
May 28 – June 1  Asian Theological  Summer Inst i tute
June 3–28  Summer Term

ACADEMIC CALENDAR CONTINUED



92

ULS ACADEMIC CATALOG 2018-2019
C

O
P

YR
IG

H
T 

©
 2

01
8 

U
N

IT
ED

 L
U

TH
ER

A
N

 S
EM

IN
A

R
Y 

| 
G

ET
TY

SB
U

R
G

 +
 P

H
IL

A
D

EL
P

H
IA

ADDITIONAL CANDIDATE NOTES PAGE


